Your Name: _______________________

Analyzing: Civil War Reconstruction Amendments (1865-1868)
And the 14th Amendment Protections

In your own words, summarize:

The Thirteenth Amendment  __________________________________________________

The Fifteenth Amendment _______________________________________________________

Analyze and Answer:
The Fourteenth Amendment, one of the most important amendments to the United States Constitution was adopted on July 9, 1868, as one of the Reconstruction Amendments.  This amendment includes many ideas directed towards the Southern states after the Civil War, but continues to be the basis for many Supreme Court rulings that protect a wide variety of people and even businesses.

	Section. 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

Section. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. 

Section. 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. 

Section. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void. 

Section. 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.


There are 3 clauses found within Section 1 of this amendment that you will need to understand fully.  Find and then write the exact phrasing from Section 1 for each.
· Citizenship Clause:
· Equal Protection Clause:

· Due Process Clause: 
1. Are children born in the United States to undocumented immigrants considered legal United States citizens?   ______________  Write the part of the clause from the 14th Amendment that supports your answer:  _____________________________________________________________
2. Which section “overturns” (makes invalid) the Three Fifths Compromise from Article I of the Constitution:   ________________________________________________________________

3. Section 1 forces which level of government to provide “equal protection” and “due process” to all citizens?   ________________________ “Due Process” was already part of the 5th Amendment in the Bill of Rights.   Why do you think this was added AGAIN to the 14th Amendment following the Civil War? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Explain the meaning of Section 4 in your own words: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Interpretations of powers granted in the Constitution can be “loosely” or “strictly” interpreted.    Parts of the Constitution that are implied tend to be loosely interpreted by the courts.   Parts of the Constitution that are expressed usually have to be strictly interpreted.   Would you consider Section 5 a power that can be loosely or strictly interpreted?   ______________________   Explain why you think this: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
