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And so Christie set out to prepare for the unlikely fz:zz
¢hat Donald Trump would one day be electe,d presi .
of the United States. Not everyone in Truml':» s. camp'ingz
was happy to see him on the job. In June, Christie rece'we.
a call from Trump adviser Paul Manafort. “The kid is
paranoid about you,” Manafort _s.aid. The kid was Jared
Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law. Back in 2005, when he was
U.S. attorney for the District of New Jersey, Christie had
prosecuted and jailed Kushner’s féther, Charles, for tax
fraud. Christie’s investigation revealed, in the bargain, .
that Charles Kushner had hired a prostitute to seduce his
own brother-in-law, whom he suspected of cooperating
with Christie, videotaped the sexual encounter, and sent -
the tape to his sister, The Kushners apparently took their

grudges seriously, ang Chrisgie son
bored one against hip,. On the othe:
Christie considered almogt , s Trump, o
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Jr, ]-Eric Trump, Pay] Manafort, Steve Mnuchin, apd Jeff
Sessions. “I'm kind of like the church elder who douple.
counts the collection. plate every Sunday for the pastor,”
said Sessions, who appeared uncomfortable with the entire
situation. The elder’s Jjob became more complicated in July
2016, when Trump was formally named the Republican
nominee. The transition team now moved into an office in
downtown Washington, DC, and went looking for people
t0 occupy the top five hundred jobs in the federal gov-
rament. They needed to fill all the cabinet positions, of
course, but also a whole bunch of others that no one in
the Trump campaign even knew existed. It’s not obvious

how you find the next secretary of state, much less the .next
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By August 130 people were showing up every day, ap d
Y 1

5 w ;/'\O\’} NCC hundreds more working part-time, at Trump transitiop,

. : headguarters, on the corner of .S-eventeenth Stree.t —
) U 4 + 1/10 U g V’ )tg Pennsylvania Avenue. The transmon- teamn made lists of
(7 O _ - likely candidates for all five hundred ‘]OF)S, plus other lists
b U\\' _:)—-\’WO SQ/ of informed people to roll in;o the vgr.10us federal agen.-
O O cies the day after the election, to be briefed on whatevye,
’\' % OL)Y- \}QQJFQ/ ) the federal agenciehs Wt.ﬂ'e; doing., They. ga;he;?:.l the names |
d FG f Tr DYy P_5 for these lists by traveling thc‘cou.nt:ry and talking ;0 peo’—
w QJA’\—Q , ple: Republicans who had served in g.over.nment, rump’s
7 closest advisers, recent occupants o.f th'e jobs that gg?eded
')'efi W ‘ ' filling. Then they set about investigating any candidates

for glaring flaws and embarrassing secrets and conflicts of o
interest. At the end of each week Christie handed over -
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binders, with lists of names of people who might do the
jobs well, to Jared and Donald and. Eric and the others,
“They probed everything,” says a senior Trump transition
official. “*Who is this person?” “Where did this person
come from?” They only ever rejected. one’ person, Paul
Manafort’s secretary.” , _ ‘

- The first time Donald Trump paid attention to any of
this was when he read about it in the newspaper. The
story revealed that Trump’s very own transition team, led
::’all\rti"l‘;ﬁlrszzug;:etrnor Chris Christie, had raised sev-
it, Trump calleq Stevz 1];33’ (e sl lele moment he Sa‘.v |

annon, the chief executive of his

vator to find the governor of New Jersey seated on 3 sofa,
peing hollered at. Trump was apoplectic, actually yelling,
lyou’re stealing my money! You're stealing my Jucking money!
What the fuck is this?? Seeing Bannon, Trump turned on
him and screamed, Why are you letting him stoa] my fucking
money? Bannon and Christic together set out to explain to
Trump federal law.



Month_s before the election, the law
said, the nominees of the two major parties were expected

to prepare to take control of the government. The govern-
ment supplied them with office space in downtown Wash-
ington, DC, along with computers and trash cans and so
on, but the campaigns paid their péople. To which Trump
replied, Fuck the law. I don’t give a fuck about the law, I want
my fucking money. Bannon and Christie tried to explain
that Trump couldn’t have both his money and a transition.

Shut it down, said Trump. ‘Shu_'t‘ down the transition.
Here Christie and Bannon parted ways.

to another building in downtc
White House-j iting, Th,

administration were not ‘thé_l'ri‘s’f'é‘fﬁlat"h{'aftered. There was

now this other list, of p'e:c‘)plle allowed:into the new build-
ing, and most of their names w&rgﬁ’t_én it. “People would
show up to the new building and;say‘,r"Let me in,’ and the

Secret Service would say, ‘Sorry, yoﬁ’te not on the list;”
said a civil servant who worked in the, new building. It
wasn’t just Chris Christie who'd been-fired. It was the

. I them so
entire transition team—though no one ever told

s . sgd n .
directly. As Nancy Cook later reported in Politico, Banno

days after he’d
visited the transition headquarters @ fe:;w ?f tossing the
given Christie the news, and made 2 § ' into

done for Donald Trump

work the people there had do
the garbage can. Trump was going to handle the transition
more or less by himself. Not even Steve Bannon thought
this was a good idea. “I was fucking nervous as shit,” Ban-

non later told friends. “I go, ‘Holy fuck, this guy [Trump]
doesn’t know anything. And he doesn’t give a shit.””
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