Your Full Name: ________________________________  Class Period: _________
HOMEWORK:   DUE ________________ AT START OF CLASS
Show Me What You Know Already About History and Government
Directions:  Answer the prompts below to the best of your ability.  Answer in complete sentences when asked.   A complete sentence is one in which you re-state the question as a statement.  Avoid “it”, “he/she”, “they”.   
If you want to discuss answers with an adult or friend, that’s fine, but the answers must be IN YOUR OWN WORDS. If you want to research these, feel free, but do not COPY answers word for word.   Your basic goal here is to show me you are a thinking and thoughtful student by the way you answer the prompts.
Part A: Government   (answer all of these in complete sentences)
1. Write your own explanation of democracy. 
2. Give three examples of services or roles our government plays in our lives.
3. What is the purpose of our United States Constitution? 
4. What is the purpose of political parties in America?
5. What are your thoughts or opinions about the current state of our government today?
Part B: Definitions  

These do not need to be in a complete sentence.  Just write few short words or a picture showing you know what these terms mean.   Do not copy word for word from another source.  When you re-word in your own words, you are learning!
1. foreign:

2. domestic:
3. urban:
4. rural:

5. agriculture:

6. industry:
7. capitalism:

8. socialism:

9. politics
Part C: Levels and Branches of Government  
Fill in the blanks.  What does each of these branches of government do with regards to laws of our country?  
· Legislative branch _____________________________________ the laws.
· Executive branch ______________________________________ the laws.
· Judicial branch ________________________________________ the laws.
Finally, we also have 3 levels of government in America.   This system of 3 levels is called federalism.   The three levels are federal (Washington DC), state (North Carolina, Texas, etc) and local (Raleigh, Durham, etc).   Using the examples below, write which level you think is in charge of each government role.  Write federal, state, or local in the space.  You CAN have more than one answer for each example.
	runs the post office/delivers mail

	runs public schools

	picks up your trash at home


	prints money

	Collects taxes
	Can declare war



	Runs the police department
	Requires local businesses to have wheel chair ramps and handicap parking spaces




