[image: image1.jpg]School busing is a method of integration in which students are required to attend schools
outside the boundaries of what would normally be their school district. Beginning in the late
1960s, school systems began using busing as a means to integrate schools. Those who favor the
practice say it is essential for providing racial diversity and preventing de facto segregation in
schools, because whites and blacks often live in different neighborhoods. Opponents point to
the inconvenience of having to bus children long distances. They also claim the practice
violates civil rights because it makes race a major factor in school assignments. Although
busing is not nearly the “hot button™ issue it was 30 years ago, it still remains an issue of
controversy in urban areas where whites, African-Americans, and other minority populations
often remain socially segregated.




FOR DIVERSITY BUSING…
“Desegregation opens up a whole vista of knowledge and opportunity that’s not always on a piece of paper, but it’s in the interaction with others that you broaden your knowledge base. And by broadening your knowledge base, you broaden your opportunities. African-American kids now hear about occupations and jobs and careers that they wouldn’t ordinarily hear about if you’re segregated. And likewise for whites. 

I mean, desegregation is good for white kids, to understand about others that are different, about African Americans, who are a large minority group in America. Likewise Hispanics. And I don’t know about the future because I don’t study all this stuff, but I do read a little bit, and I’m told that America’s browning. That the demographics will change. If you want your white kid to be successful, if you want your white kid to be a corporate president, who’s going to work for your white kid? Going to be a minority.”   




AGAINST DIVERSITY BUSING…
“So, I think that there are some benefits to integration, although, I’m not sure that — you know, my husband and I have chosen not to put our child on the bus. We take him to school. But there are children who have to get up as early as 5:15 and do that. And for those parents who aren’t able to get their children to school in any other way, I imagine that is a concern for them. So, from a humanistic standpoint I really don’t advocate children having to get up that early and have maybe three, four hours of their day spent on a bus. But, like I said, I just don’t know. There’s still some debate about the benefits of it. For instance, if in school, especially elementary school, if I got in trouble, if I got in trouble on the way home, or if I got in trouble in the community at large, I could be sure that my mother would know about it or my father would know about it and that something would be done about it. There’s not that type of support. There’s not that village that we talk about that’s important in raising and nurturing and shaping young minds. Perhaps a part of the movement away from busing is the movement toward establishing those villages where we can nurture our children. That’s probably not a bad approach.”
