CHART:  Compromises at the Constitutional Convention
By 1786, Americans recognized that the ___________________________________________________, the foundation document for the new United States adopted in 1781, had to be substantially modified.  The Articles gave Congress virtually no power to collect ___________ from the people, it did not create a __________________ or _____________________ branch to help enforce and interpret the laws, the national government could not regulate foreign ____________ and did not have the power to create a powerful _________________ to defend the nation.   Congress had neither the money to pay soldiers for their service in the Revolutionary War or to repay foreign loans granted to support the war effort.  In 1786, the United States was bankrupt.  Troubles with the existing states finally convinced the _______________________________, in February 1787, to  re-write the Articles of Confederation and form a new United States Constitution.  

However, many problems arose and the future leaders realized there would have to be many compromises before a final document could be ratified.
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