DO NOT WRITE ON
“Strike Against War”-Helen Keller’s speech at Carnegie Hall, New York City, January 5, 1916, Women's Peace Party and the Labor Forum
Directions: As you read each section, summarize your answers in your own words in clear, concise sentences ON YOUR OWN PAPER.  Look up words you do not know to help your understanding.  Up to 3 pts for each questions with above average answers.   

To begin with, I have a word to say to my good friends, the editors, and others who are moved to pity me. Some people are grieved because they imagine I am in the hands of unscrupulous persons who lead me astray and persuade me to espouse unpopular causes and make me the mouthpiece of their propaganda. Now, let it be understood once and for all that I do not want their pity; I would not change places with one of them. I know what I am talking about. My sources of information are as good and reliable as anybody else's. I have papers and magazines from England, France, Germany and Austria that I can read myself. Not all the editors I have met can do that. Quite a number of them have to take their French and German second hand. No, I will not disparage the editors. They are an overworked, misunderstood class. Let them remember, though, that if I cannot see the fire at the end of their cigarettes, neither can they thread a needle in the dark.

1. Summarize what Keller means when she says the line beginning with “I cannot see the fire…”  
The future of the world rests in the hands of America. The future of America rests on the backs of 80,000,000 working men and women and their children. We are facing a grave crisis in our national life. The few who profit from the labor of the masses want to organize the workers into an army which will protect the interests of the capitalists. You are urged to add to the heavy burdens you already bear the burden of a larger army and many additional warships. It is in your power to refuse to carry the artillery and the dread-noughts and to shake off some of the burdens, too, such as limousines, steam yachts and country estates. You do not neet to make a great noise about it. With the silence and dignity of creators you can end wars and the system of selfishness and exploitation that causes wars. All you need to do to bring about this stupendous revolution is to straighten up and fold your arms.

2. To whom is Keller addressing the paragraph above? And what is she asking them to do?
We are not preparing to defend our country. Even if we were as helpless as Congressman Gardner says we are, we have no enemies foolhardy enough to attempt to invade the United States. The talk about attack from Germany and Japan is absurd. Germany has its hands full and will be busy with its own affairs for some generations after the European war is over. The conquest of America by water is a nightmare confined exclusively to ignorant persons and members of the Navy League.

3. Summarize in your own words why Keller believes it is not necessary to “defend our country” by joining the war based on the paragraph above.
Congress is not preparing to defend the people of the United States. It is planning to protect the capital of American businesses and investors in Mexico, South America, China, and the Philippine Islands. This war preparation will benefit the manufacturers of munitions and war machines.  Until recently there were uses in the United States for the money taken from the workers. But American workers are exploited almost to the limit now, and our national resources have all been appropriated. Still the profits keep piling up new capital (money). Our flourishing industry in implements of murder is filling the vaults of New York's banks with gold. And a dollar that is not being used to make a slave of some human being is not fulfilling its purpose in the capitalistic scheme. 
4. Summarize why Keller believes World War I is really being fought.  
Will the workers walk into this trap? Will they be fooled again? I am afraid so. The people have always been amenable to oratory of this sort. The workers know they have no enemies except their masters. They know that their citizenship papers are no warrant for the safety of themselves or their wives and children. They know that honest sweat, persistent toil (low level work) and years of struggle bring them nothing worth holding on to, worth fighting for. Yet, deep down in their foolish hearts they believe they have a country. Oh blind vanity of slaves!

The clever ones, up in the high places know how childish and silly the workers are. They know that if the government dresses them up in khaki and gives them a rifle and starts them off with a brass band and waving banners, they will go forth to fight valiantly for their own enemies. They are taught that brave men die for their country's honor. What a price to pay for an abstraction--the lives of millions of young men; other millions crippled and blinded for life; existence made hideous for still more millions of human being; the achievement and inheritance of generations swept away in a moment--and nobody better off for all the misery!  We (the workers) are not free unless the men who frame and execute the laws represent the interests of the lives of the people and no other interest. 

5. Summarize Keller’s opinion of “the workers” using the sections above.   Include reasons why she believes the workers will fall into the “trap” of fighting this war. 
Workers…Strike against all ordinances and laws and institutions that continue the slaughter of peace and the butcheries of war. Strike against war, for without you no battles can be fought. Strike against manufacturing shrapnel and gas bombs and all other tools of murder. Strike against preparedness that means death and misery to millions of human being. Be not dumb, obedient slaves in an army of destruction. Be heroes in an army of construction.

6.  What is Keller asking of the workers in this final call to action?  Why does she believe this action will help to end the war?
