How Our Brain Learns to Perceive and Why People Believe Weird Things

1. While watching Beau Lotto’s illusions, he says “there’s no inherent meaning in information, it’s only what we do with that information that matters.”   What do you think he means by this statement?

2. What is meant by “context is everything”?

3. In Al Seckel’s illusion of the “dolphin jar”, why is it that small children usually can’t see what YOU saw?

4. What does Michael Shermer mean when he says “people remember the hits and forget the misses.”

5. When Shermer shows the cartoon with the “then a miracle occurred” on the blackboard, what does he mean by “this dismantles the intelligent design arguments.”

6. What is meant by “cognitive bias”?  (watch all his photos before you attempt to answer this question).

7. What does Shermer mean when he plays the song backwards when he says he will “prime your brain”?  

8. After watching Keith Barry’s magic tricks, write your explanation for why most magicians are able to trick us based on what you’ve learned about the way our brains learn to perceive information.
