every day. I see the children in the schoolyard play atkilling, Te voy

4 matat, they say to one another, soy pxstolero, soy narco So I think
posed to. 3 dont want my \

about the mentaltty my boys would bi

: sons.te grow up like this, S
" Things kiere can go véry qulckly frombad to; worse A'kid's men-

talxty can change very fast. They see that delmquency is easy, that
~ they don’t have to study to. get money, to, have success, and so they
* engage in drug work, they align themselves Wtﬂ'l the narcos even

| from avery young age. '

-Mexico could be a great country, a
opportumty There are: leaders in thls"'t:ountr}r, but theY are not
- given an education, they are not valued they are. endmg up in the

mafa o o, .sets P cycle How can .a governmentsC:::Ple if it is run by the mafia?-And how cin the mafia mai-
| o i:c,c:ety if their leaders ‘don’t even have education?’ You know -

ipose forty-three students who went missing? They were studying at

 rursl college to become teachers. They disappeared more than a

ear ago and still no one kiows what happeued to'them. Probably

(hey were killed by narcos, by the cartél, They were accused of caus-

ing trouble because they wete'plitically active, tecause they were

( protesting for better trainsportétioﬁ. for rﬁoi’e support from the local
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main cook. Everyone 1 worked w1th said I was the best cool theyy
ever seen, that I could do the work of two.men. The policer,,,
would see me cooking in the back and yell to me. What's up, Jog,
how's it going? One time I came into the restaurant on my day offto
pick up my paycheck. I was with my boys and when we walked in,
there was a table full of police officers havmg lunch. They stood up
to shake my hand. José, they said, it’s good to see you, are these your
boys? They even shook my boys’ hands. My boys, they couldn’t be-
lieve it. After weleft, Dlego said to me, how do those cops know you,
dad? We're friendly to one anqther, I told hlm, .that_ s all, We treat
each other with respect. Lo . o
The other ddy I was on the phone w1th Diego, he was telling me
that he wanted to change classes, compla.tmng that he thought his
teacher was racist against him becatse he’s Mexican. T told him, you
must learn to do what your teacher says, If you think she is racist,
talk with your family, meet with.your teacher. You cannot give up
just because you think someone s against you, because itis difficult
to face them 1try to teach my boys that they must not be consumed
by.battle, they must not give in to vice, they must work hard to be-

* come someone in life.

l. What are some reasons this writer says he wouldn’t want his children to grow up in Mexico?



