National versus State Government

The first type of government in America was based primarily on state government. Prior to the signing of the Constitution, America had been made up of thirteen colonies, which had been ruled by England. Following the Revolutionary War, these colonies, although they had formed a league of friendship under the Articles of Confederation, basically governed themselves. They feared a strong central government like the one they lived with under England's rule. However, it was soon discovered that this weak form of state government could not survive and so the Constitution was drafted. The Constitution:

· defines and limits the power of the national government, 

· defines the relationship between the national government and individual state governments, and 

· guarantees the rights of the citizens of the United States. 

This time, it was decided that a government system based on federalism would be established. In other words, power is shared between the national and state (local) governments. 

Sharing power between the national government and state governments allows us to enjoy the benefits of diversity and unity. For example, the national government may set a uniform currency system. Could you imagine having 50 different types of coins, each with a different value? You would need to take along a calculator to go shopping in another state. By setting up a national policy, the system is fair to everyone and the states do not have to bear the heavy burden of regulating their currency.

On the other hand, issues such as the death penalty or gay marriage have been left up to the individual states. The decision whether or not to have a death penalty or gay marriage depends on that state's history, needs, and philosophies.

	National Government (enumerated powers)
	State Governments (reserved powers)

	1. Print money 

2. Make treaties and conduct foreign policy 

3. Declare war 

4. Provide an army and navy 

5. Establish post offices 

6. Regulate interstate (between states) and international trade 

7. Make laws necessary and proper to carry out the these powers 
	1. Issue licenses 

2. Regulate intrastate (within the state) businesses 

3. Conduct elections 

4. Establish local governments 

5. Ratify amendments to the Constitution 

6. Take measures for public health and safety 

7. May exert powers the Constitution does not enumerate  to the national government  


In addition to their exclusive powers, both the national government and state governments have many of the same powers. These are called concurrent powers. Current powers of the national government and state governments include the ability to: 

· Collect taxes 

· Build roads 

· Borrow money 

· Establish courts 

· Make and enforce laws 

· Create banks and corporations 

· Spend money for the general welfare 

Bell Ringer:  Powers Granted in the United States Constitution
Directions: Use the reading to answer the questions below.
1. Why did the framers of the Constitution not give too much power to a central government?
2. Describe what federalism is in your own words.
3. What are the benefits of federalism?
4. According to the chart, “reserved powers” are granted to which level of our government?
5. According to the chart, “enumerated powers” are granted to which level of our government?
6. Many of the powers granted to the National government are “expressed”.  Some are considered to be “implied”.  Describe what you think this means below in your own words:
7. What is YOUR definition for “concurrent powers”?

8. The “Necessary and Proper Clause is sometimes called the “Elastic Clause”.   Why might the “Necessary and Proper Clause” (National power #7) be controversial?

