Supreme Court Research Brief

Who is the Justice in this case? ________________________________________ 
Who is the clerk? _________________________________________
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Type you answers in.  Make sure to save this document where you can access it later. If you can use a different font or color, this will help distinguish your answers.   Print when complete and turn it in on the day of your oral presentations.  

1. What was the name of this court case? 
2. In what year was this ruling? 

3. What was the question or questions that came before the court?  (summarize in a simple way the class will understand…don’t copy direct from any website unless the question is already written at a high school level…which it probably won’t be!)

4. Explain the facts of the case:  (this should include the names of the plaintiffs and defendants, labeled correctly.  You should include details about lower court rulings, who won, who lost, etc.  DO NOT PLAGERIZE this from any website.  You are re-writing in you and your partner’s own words, simplifying in a way that when you VERBALLY explain this to the class, it will make sense to them.  You cannot explain what you can’t understand.  
5. What was the court’s ruling (how many for? How many against?) 

6. What was the majority opinion and ruling?  Explain how the justices supported their decision.  Find the parts of our Constitution they used to back up their opinions. 
7. Was their a dissenting opinion?  If so, who was the justice that wrote it? 

8. Was this a strict or loose interpretation?  Explain why.
Legal Brief Directions:  (up to 3 pts each question, max 24 points)
Now that you have your court case, spend some time on the internet researching the specifics of the case, the question before the court, and then ruling.  You and your clerk will research together and then complete this legal brief that summarizes the facts of the case.   You must open this document, type in your answers, save it, and then print before the day you present.    
Visual Aid Requirements:  (5 pts for each component below if included, max 30 points)
On poster board or similar material, work with your partner to make an appealing (ha! get it?!) visual aid to show during your presentation.    At a minimum for the A grade, you will need to include the following:
_____ name and year of the court case
_____ The question(s) before the court
_____ The ruling (a sentence statement what the justices decided)
_____ The part or parts of the Constitution used to justify the ruling
_____ At least 5 graphics or drawings related to this case...to include pictures of the plaintiffs/defendants where applicable (example, if the plaintiff is a business, you can represent that in any way you see fit...and any other graphics related to the case. (for example if you have the gay marriage ruling, any symbols or photos of what this ruling meant to either side can be shown).  Anything you personally draw counts as a graphic. 
_____  At least one quote from the majority opinion that has an impact on you.  Make sure to put in quotes and say which Justice said this.  For example, in a ruling about the use of the "F-word" on television, Justice Scalia wrote  "I occasionally watch movies or television shows in which the f-word is used constantly, not by the criminal class but by supposedly elegant, well-educated, well-to-do people. The society I move in doesn’t behave that way. Who imagines this?” 
Oral Presentations Requirements:   (see point totals below)
You and your partner will both address the class, with your visual aid,  explaining the facts of the case, the question before the court and the ruling.   You may read from your legal brief, your visual aid, or "speak from the heart".  Also, tell the class whether this ruling was a strict or loose interpretation of the Constitution. Each of you, after summarizing, will then tell the class your own personal opinion, do you agree or disagree with the ruling?  If you disagree, why? 
If you are ready fully to present on the day you are called at random, you will earn 20 points (10 pts if not prepared and you "pass" to another day)
If you speak well and defend your personal view on the ruling, you will earn another 20 points (10 points if you do a below average job, no points if you choose not to contribute to the oral presentation)
Grading Totals
Legal Brief ________

Visual Aid ________

Justice Oral Presentation __________ (this is an individual grade)

Clerk Oral Presentation __________ (this is an individual grade)

Justice earned  __________ points out of  94 possible points.

Clerk earned  __________ points out of  94 possible points.

