Your Name: _____________________________

New York Times vs. United States
Notes and Primary Source Analysis of the Pentagon Papers
BACKGROUND:  In June 1971, the New York Times ran a headline that hardly seemed sensational: “Vietnam Archive: Pentagon Study Traces 3 Decades of Growing U.S. Involvement.”  What the headline did not say was that the study also traced thirty years of deceit and ineptitude on the part of the United States government.  In page after page, the Time reprinted thousand of documents, cables, position papers, and memos, all referring to the American effort in Vietnam.   These publications became known as the The Pentagon Papers.   President Nixon unsuccessfully sued the newspaper to halt publication of its analysis of the Pentagon’s classified information.  The Supreme Court ruled in the court case of New York Times Co vs United States (1971), that the Times could publish the remaining information, basing their decision on protections in the 1st Amendment, freedoms of the press.

Directions:  The following excerpts below are from the original New York Times article.  Read, think, analyze and then answer the questions that follow.  YOU DO NOT NEED TO WRITE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.  You should answer in your own words, not simply copy what you read.
______________________________________________________________________________
Pentagon Study Traces 3 Decades of Growing U.S. Involvement:  By NEIL SHEEHAN: Sunday, June 13, 1971

(#1) A massive study of how the United States went to war in Indochina, conducted by the Pentagon three years ago, demonstrates that four administrations progressively developed a sense of commitment to a non-Communist Vietnam, a readiness to fight the North to protect the South, and an ultimate frustration with this effort--to a much greater extent than their public statements acknowledged at the time.

(#2) The 3,000-page analysis, to which 4,000 pages of official documents are appended, was commissioned by Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara and covers the American involvement in Southeast Asia from World War II to mid-1968--the start of the peace talks in Paris after President Lyndon B. Johnson had set a limit on further military commitments and revealed his intention to retire. Most of the study and many of the appended documents have been obtained by The New York Times and will be described and presented in a series of articles beginning today.  The study led its 30 to 40 authors and researchers to many broad conclusions and specific findings, including the following:

a. That the Truman Administration decision to give military aid to France in her colonial war against the Communist-led Vietminh “directly involved” the United States in Vietnam and “set” the course of American policy.

b. That the Eisenhower Administration’s decision to rescue a fledgling South Vietnam from a Communist takeover and attempt to undermine the new Communist regime of North Vietnam gave the Administration a “direct role in the ultimate breakdown of the Geneva settlement” for Indochina in 1954.

c. That the Kennedy Administration, though ultimately spared from major escalation decisions by the death of its leader, transformed a policy of “limited-risk gamble,” which it inherited, into a “broad commitment” that left President Johnson with a choice between more war and withdrawal.

d. That the Johnson Administration, though the President was reluctant and hesitant to take the final decisions, intensified the covert warfare against North Vietnam and began planning in the spring of 1964 to wage overt war, a full year before it publicly revealed the depth of its involvement and its fear of defeat.

e. That this campaign of growing clandestine military pressure through 1964 and the expanding program of bombing North Vietnam in 1965 were begun despite the judgment of the Government’s intelligence community that the measures would not cause Hanoi to cease its support of the Vietcong insurgency in the South, and that the bombing was deemed militarily ineffective within a few months.  The Tonkin Resolution was drafted months before the event occurred.  Planes and troops were openly committed to sustained combat, and the government was aware neither accommodation inside South Vietnam nor early negotiations with North Vietnam would achieve the desired result.

1. According to paragraph #1, what information were administrations of government keeping secret from the American people?
2. According to paragraph #2, who was in charge of documenting all this information for the Pentagon?  What was this man’s position in the Johnson administration?
3. Analyzing the Times conclusions (a), which administration first got America “directly involved” in Vietnam and how did they get us involved?

4. From what you already learned and what you read in (c), what action did the Kennedy administration execute that changed a “limited risk gamble” into a “broad commitment” decision faced by President Johnson?  
5. From (d), “covert” and “overt” tactics are referenced.  List one example of a Vietnam event for each and label it covert or overt.  For example, “dropping napalm on village=overt”
6. In (e), what does the Times claim was so disturbing about the war planning as it was expanded in 1965?

7. What claim is made about the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in (e)? Why might this have surprised Americans reading about this in the 1970’s?
8. Although President Nixon was not mentioned in any of the Pentagon documents, why do you think he fought so hard against the publications?
