Your Full Name: ________________________________________________________  Class Period: ________

How Prepared for Psychology and Sociology Are You?
Directions:  This pre-test is designed to see how much you already know about Psychology and Sociology and how prepared you will be to understand the topics covered in this class.   This class requires you to THINK and DRAW CONCLUSIONS.  It’s not a difficult class, IF you are confident!  
Read the excerpt text below and answer the following question. Write in complete, detailed sentences.
“In personality psychology, locus of control refers to the extent to which individuals believe that they can control events that affect them.  Understanding of the concept was developed by Julian B. Rotter in 1954, and has since become an aspect of personality studies. A person's "locus" (Latin for "place" or "location") is conceptualized as either internal (the person believes they can control their life) or external (meaning they believe that their decisions and life are controlled by environmental factors which they cannot influence).

Individuals with a high internal locus of control believe that events in their life derive primarily from their own actions; for example, when receiving test results, people with an internal locus of control would praise or blame themselves and their abilities, whereas people with a extra high external locus of control would praise or blame the teacher or the test.

1. Do you think YOU have a high internal or external locus of control?  Give 2 examples of behavior in your past that proves your personal belief about your locus of control.  
2. If you were being attacked at knifepoint in a dark apartment courtyard, would you rather their be only one witness to the event, or more than 10 people watching?   Explain your answer.
Read the excerpt text below and answer the following question. Write in complete sentences, detailed sentences.  

The Forer effect (also called the Barnum effect after P. T. Barnum's observation that "there’s a sucker born every minute") is the observation that individuals will give high accuracy ratings to descriptions of their personality that supposedly are tailored specifically for them, but are in fact vague and general enough to apply to a wide range of people. This effect can provide a partial explanation for the widespread acceptance of some beliefs and practices, such as astrology, fortune telling, graphology, and some types of personality test.  A related and more general phenomenon is that of subjective validation. Subjective validation occurs when two unrelated or even random events are perceived to be related because a belief, expectancy, or hypothesis demands a relationship. Thus people seek a correspondence between their perception of their personality and the contents of a horoscope.

3. Give one example you have observed in life of “subjective validation”.
4. Read the scenario below and think about possible problems the actions of the mother could cause in the future behavior of the child.   Explain one problem the mother may have caused and then re-write the scenario in a way that the actions of the mother would help the child behavior better in the future.  
A mother tells her child “no”, she cannot have a candy bar at the checkout line in a grocery store.  The child begs “please, mommy, pleeeease!”  The mother again says, “no.”   The child gets louder and begs more, embarrassing the mother.  After repeated attempts telling her “no, because I said no!”, and repeated begging and crying on the part of the child, the mother finally gives in and buys a candy bar for the child so she will stop making a scene.    The child happily stops crying and eats her candy bar. 
