Your Name ____________________

Class Period _______

Show Me What You Know About Scientific vs. Nonscientific Approaches to Psychology
Directions:  Complete the questions below.  
1. Hypothesis:  I expect students who frequently want/try to check/use their cell phones in class earn lower grades than those who don’t.     
Explain how a non-scientific study of this hypothesis might cause problems, using the concept of “bias” to support your explanation.
2. Think about student behaviors (positive or negative) you want to study  in psychology and create a hypothesis.   Hypotheses should begin with “I expect that…”

3. Using the hypothesis you wrote above, describe which of the following methods is best to test your hypothesis and why (case study, survey, naturalistic observation).    Then describe the method that would be the least effective and explain why.

4. Describe why the idea below is probably incorrect.   Remember the phrase, “Correlation is not causation”.   List some other reasons that could have caused this statistic.
During President Obama’s term in office, the amount of people on Food Stamps has doubled.  This shows that President Obama has created a “culture of dependency” on government welfare programs, making our population lazier.
5. Is the example below a positive or negative correlation?  __________________________

“An increase in sugar and fat in the diet of children leads to higher diagnosis of learning disabilities during their elementary school years.”

