	
	Mission 
	Jurisdiction Over 
	Authority derived from 
	To become an officer/deputy/agent 

	Police Department (municipal) 
	Typical police department mission statements include: • building problem solving partnerships with citizens and neighbors and preventing crime to enhance the quality of life throughout a city • providing the highest quality of professional services • protecting life and property, enforcing and uphold the law, and preserving order 
	‐A local police department generally only has jurisdiction within city limits, but several exceptions apply that might give the officer jurisdiction in a specific case. One such exception is if the officer is in “hot pursuit” of a criminal who crosses the city line. ‐Often, cities and counties have agreements to assist each other in law enforcement by way of an “interlocal agreement.” In such cases, the jurisdiction of police officers and deputy sheriffs and sheriff officers may overlap. 
	‐State statutes ‐Municipal Codes ‐Interlocal agreements 
	‐To become a police officer in most states, a person must • possess a valid driver’s license or be eligible for one • have a high school diploma • successfully complete a physical abilities test • pass medical, psychological examinations and drug testing • be able to work on a rotating schedule including nights, weekends, and holidays. ‐Completion of a police academy is often required. 

	Sheriff’s Office (county) 
	Typical sheriff’s office mission statements include: • protecting the lives and property of all citizens within the county • providing a safe and secure environment for citizens to live and work • enforcing the law and investigating crimes • maintaining the county jail* • serving civil and criminal processes and providing security for court systems* *specific to sheriff’s office 
	‐A sheriff’s office generally has jurisdiction within county limits, but outside of city limits. Several exceptions apply that might give a deputy jurisdiction in a specific case. ‐Often, counties and cities have agreements to assist each other in law enforcement by way of an “interlocal agreement.” In such cases, the jurisdiction of deputy sheriffs and sheriff officers and police officers may overlap. 
	‐State statutes ‐County ordinances ‐Interlocal agreements 
	‐Sheriffs are elected into office by citizens living within a county ‐Deputy Sheriffs and sheriff officers must • possess a valid driver’s license or be eligible for one • have a high school diploma • successfully complete a physical abilities test, pass medical, psychological examinations and drug testing • be able to work on a rotating schedule including nights, weekends, and holidays. ‐Associates degrees and/or completion of a sheriff academy are required in most states. 

	State Highway Patrol/ State Trooper 
	Typical highway patrol/state trooper mission statements include: • reducing collisions and making the highways as safe as possible • making DWI and DUI arrests • guiding traffic during hurricane evacuations or re‐routing traffic around hazardous chemical spills • carrying out other directives issued by the governor 
	‐State highway patrol generally has jurisdiction over all state routes, US highways, interstate highways, freeways, and all public roads that are not within city limits 
	‐Federal law ‐State statutes 
	‐Typically, state troopers must • be at least 21 • have an associate’s degree from an accredited college (or 60 college credits) • successfully complete a physical abilities test, pass medical, psychological examinations and drug testing • pass a written examination and polygraph and have no felony conviction, pass training academy 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	State Bureau of 
	‐To secure effective administration of 
	• Drug Investigations 
	-Federal law 
	• 
	be at least 21 

	Investigation (SBI) 
	the criminal laws of the state, to prevent crime, and to procure the speedy apprehension of criminals. To have charge of and administer the agencies and activities for the identification of criminals, for their apprehension, for the scientific analysis of evidence of crime, and investigation and preparation of evidence to be used in criminal courts 
	• Arson/Fire Investigations • Election Law Violations • Gambling Investigations • Thefts/Damage to State Property • Environmental Crimes • Computer crime investigations that involve crimes against children • Any other investigations—including homicides, missing persons cases, robberies, and property crime— where a local government requests SBI assistance 
	-State statute (which in this case actually defines the agency’s mission) 
	• • • • • 
	have a 4‐year college degree successfully complete a physical abilities test, pass medical, psychological examinations and drug testing pass a written examination and polygraph have no felony convictions pass a rigorous training academy 

	US Secret Service 
	‐To safeguard the nation's financial 
	• Prevention and investigation of 
	-Federal law 
	• 
	be at least 21 

	
	infrastructure and payment systems to 
	counterfeiting of U.S. currency and 
	
	• 
	have a 4‐year college degree 

	
	preserve the integrity of the economy, 
	U.S. treasury bonds notes 
	
	• 
	successfully complete a physical 

	
	and to protect national leaders, visiting 
	• Protecting the President, Vice 
	
	
	abilities test, pass medical, 

	
	heads of state and government, 
	President, President‐elect, Vice 
	
	
	psychological examinations and drug 

	
	designated sites and National Special 
	President‐elect, past presidents 
	
	
	testing 

	
	Security Events 
	and their spouses (except when the 
	
	• 
	pass a written examination and 

	
	
	spouse re‐marries), children and 
	
	
	polygraph 

	
	
	grandchildren of current and 
	
	• 
	have no felony convictions 

	
	
	former presidents until age 16, all people in the United States presidential line of succession, visiting foreign heads of state and 
	
	• • 
	pass a rigorous training academy bonuses given to those speaking foreign language(s) 

	
	
	government 
	
	
	

	
	
	• Financial fraud crimes and identity 
	
	
	

	
	
	theft 
	
	
	

	Federal Bureau of 
	‐To protect and defend the United States 
	‐The FBI has original jurisdiction in many 
	-Federal law 
	• 
	be at least 21 

	Investigation (FBI) 
	against terrorist and foreign intelligence 
	federal matters including: 
	
	• 
	have a 4‐year college degree 

	
	threats, to uphold and enforce the 
	• espionage (spying) 
	
	• 
	successfully complete a physical 

	
	criminal laws of the United States, and 
	• sabotage 
	
	
	abilities test, pass medical, 

	
	to provide leadership and criminal 
	• kidnapping 
	
	
	psychological examinations and drug 

	
	justice services to federal, state, municipal, and international agencies and partners. 
	• extortion • bank robbery • interstate transportation of stolen 
	
	• • 
	testing pass a strict background check pass a written examination and 

	
	
	property 
	
	
	polygraph 

	
	
	• civil‐rights matters 
	
	• 
	have no felony convictions 

	
	
	• interstate gambling violations 
	
	• 
	pass a rigorous training academy 

	
	
	• fraud against the government 
	
	• 
	bonuses given to those speaking 


