Your Name: _______________________________

Viewing Guide: “The Story of Us: Heartland”
Directions: Watch “The Story of Us: Heartland” and answer the following questions.  You do not have to use sentences, but you need enough detail to show understanding.   
1. How many miles long was the Transcontinental Railroad? ______________

2. Which mountain range provided a barrier to building the railroad? __________________________

3. In what state does this railroad meet as they build from East and West? ___________________

4. Because there was no money to pay railroad companies, what resource did the federal government use to pay the railroad companies? ________________________________

5. As you watch the stories and see the challenges building this railroad, list some of the dangers of being a railroad worker: (the more you list, the more you learn!)
6. Low paid laborers from what country are used in the worst, most dangerous jobs in the building of the railroads? __________________ How many of these immigrants died in explosions and rockslides? __________________
7. A 6 month journey by wagon train will take only ___________ days by railcar after May, 1869.

8. What percent of land in the US is given away under the Homestead Act?  ________

9. What were early American settlers’ homes made from? ________________  Why did they not use wood?  ________________________________________________________
10. List some of the many challenges for pioneers settling the Great Plains. 
11. What natural resource, known as “green gold” is moved by Norwegian immigrants?  ___________
12.  For the “white man”, what was buffalo used to make? 

13.  How many buffalo were killed a day by the white man? __________________
14. Give some examples of the things Native Americans used buffalo for:

15.  Why were so many Indians forced to move onto reservations? 

16. By 1889, how many buffalo were left in the United States? _______________

17. What was the job of a cowboy?  

18. What is the model of the gun popular with cowboys?  _________________________________
19. Explain why barbed wire fences were invented:  
20.  What is Mr. Sears known for creating (besides making pocketwatches?)
