Your Name: ______________________

Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971)
Facts of the Case: 

After the Supreme Court's decision in 1954 in Brown v. Board of Education, little progress had been made in desegregating public schools. One example was the Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina, system in which approximately 14,000 black students attended schools that were either totally black or more than 99 percent black. Lower courts had experimented with a number of possible solutions when the case reached the Supreme Court, including district busing to create a “diverse” environment.

Case Question: 

Were federal courts constitutionally authorized to produce solutions for state-imposed segregation?

Conclusion: 

In a unanimous decision, the Court held that violations of previous rules directed at desegregating schools had occurred, the scope of district courts' powers to fix past wrongs were broad and flexible. The Court ruled that 1) remedial plans were to be judged by their effectiveness, and the use of mathematical ratios or quotas were legitimate "starting points" for solutions; 2) predominantly or exclusively black schools required close scrutiny by courts; 3) no rigid guidelines could be established concerning busing of students to particular schools.
1. In this case, did the Supreme Court uphold (or side with) the district or the federal government on who can determine appropriate solutions to create a “diverse” environment?   ___________________
2. Does this mean they AGREED or DISAGREED with Mecklenburg countie’s decision to bus students to other neighborhoods?: __________________  VIEWPOINTS FROM THE TIME
FOR DIVERSITY BUSING:

“Desegregation opens up a whole vista of knowledge and opportunity that’s not always on a piece of paper, but it’s in the interaction with others that you broaden your knowledge base. And by broadening your knowledge base, you broaden your opportunities. African-American kids now hear about occupations and jobs and careers that they wouldn’t ordinarily hear about if you’re segregated. And likewise for whites. 
I mean, desegregation is good for white kids, to understand about others that are different, about African Americans, who are a large minority group in America. Likewise Hispanics. And I don’t know about the future because I don’t study all this stuff, but I do read a little bit, and I’m told that America’s browning. That the demographics will change. If you want your white kid to be successful, if you want your white kid to be a corporate president, who’s going to work for your white kid? Going to be a minority.   



  Continued on back...
According to the speaker, how can desegregation good for minority kids?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
AGAINST DIVERSITY BUSING:
“So, I think that there are some benefits to integration, although, I’m not sure that — you know, my husband and I have chosen not to put our child on the bus. We take him to school. But there are children who have to get up as early as 5:15 and do that. And for those parents who aren’t able to get their children to school in any other way, I imagine that is a concern for them. So, from a humanistic standpoint I really don’t advocate children having to get up that early and have maybe three, four hours of their day spent on a bus. I think that there are a lot of bright minds in the education community and I think there are some ways to come together and partner to solve those problems. I think those problems aren’t those that are easily attacked. 

But, like I said, I just don’t know. There’s still some debate about the benefits of it. For instance, if in school, especially elementary school, if I got in trouble, if I got in trouble on the way home, or if I got in trouble in the community at large, I could be sure that my mother would know about it or my father would know about it and that something would be done about it. There’s not that type of support. There’s not that village that we talk about that’s important in raising and nurturing and shaping young minds. Perhaps a part of the movement away from busing is the movement toward establishing those villages where we can nurture our children. That’s probably not a bad approach.”
In the first paragraph, what is a downside to integrated busing in “diverse” school systems according to the speaker?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is a downside the speaker talks about of NOT being in a neighborhood school if kids get in trouble?

______________________________________________________________________
