Indian Removal Viewing Guide

Terms to understand before beginning:

· Sovereignty:  Free from _______________ control

· “__________________”: forcing one group to adopt the beliefs, attitudes and actions of another group through training or force

· Worcester vs. _________________: 1832 Supreme Court case that said Cherokee Native Americans were entitled to federal protection from actions of the state government.

· John Ross and John Ridge: half white/half Cherokees who worked in support of the Cherokee people
· ________________ Act: signed into law by President Andrew Jackson in 1830 “forcing” Indian tribes to move farther West into unsettled territories

Background to understand before viewing: 

Native American tribes of Cherokee, Choctaws, Seminoles and Chickasaws voluntarily settled along the Arkansas River and in what would become Georgia during 1775 and 1786.   By the early 1800’s, the United States government had been practicing a policy of signing ___________ with Native American leaders, convincing them to move farther west in exchange for food, land, or sometimes nothing, if the Native Americans could be tricked.   To convince the Cherokee to move voluntarily in 1815, the US government established a sovereign nation for the tribe, known as Cherokee Nation.   By the 1930’s, it was becoming obvious that the Cherokees were not going to move westward.  
Directions:  Short answer the following questions as you watch the movie. Remember, you are looking for the “big picture”.
1. What did the Cherokee leader Sequoyah admire about American forms of communications that he adopted for the Cherokee Nation? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. In 1827, after John Ross wrote a Constitution for the Cherokee Nation, why did this upset the leaders of the state of Georgia?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. In addition to the discovery of gold in the Cherokee territory, what other threat did Cherokees face when Andrew Jackson became President?  (What was the first thing Jackson wanted to do upon becoming President?)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. When the debates and votes began about the Indian Removal Act, what geographic section of the country did not support the Indians’ rights to stay on their land? 
____________________

5. What types of laws did Georgia pass after the Cherokee land was divided and given to whites?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What was President Andrew Jackson’s response to these new Georgia laws?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. In Chief Justice John Marshall’s opinion in Worchester v. Georgia, did the Court side for or against the following? 
· Rights of the state of Georgia to regulate people within Indian territories:  ____________
· Rights of the federal government to protect Cherokees:  ______________________
8. Sum up President Jackson’s response to this ruling in one complete sentence in your own words.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Trail of Tears:  Using the reading and map on page 120 of your textbook, get in your Think Pair Share group and come up with answers to the “Thinking Critically” questions on page 121.  Write these on one separate piece of paper.  We will share our answers together in class.
