APUSH Talking Points
Roaring 20’s and Foreign Policy
Essential Concept: The Reactionary 20s (how did events of WWI and 1910’s affect culture and thought of the Jazz Age (1920’s)
I. First Red Scare of 1919
a. Caused by 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, fear of commies! 
1. Increases nativism
2. From june 1920-june 1921, 800K people emigrate to US, 65% from S and Eastern Europe
3. Socialism and anarchism popular in these regions, bringing fear of all of it to America
4. Sacco and Vanzetti: shoemaker and fish peddler arrested amY 1920 in Boston for stealing $16K from show factory and killed guards, money never found, armed when arrested (Italians)
a. Judge called them “anarchist bastards”, convicted, appeals lasted 7 yrs, executer in 1927…probably did it, but still…
5. Emergency Immigration Act of 1921, only 3% of census numbers, continued to not allow Japs (Gentlemen’s Agreement), 
6. Immigration Act of 1924 allowed WAY more Mexicans to come in, decreasing “new Immigrants” even more
II. Nativism
a. Resurgence of  KKK Ku Klux Klan
b. “100% Americanism”, new Klan attracted more “respectable” members of society, against everything! 
c. Against immigrants, blacks
d. Often fundamentalist extremists, by 1930s on its way out again.  
III. Backlash to increasing scientific ideas
a. Fundamentalism
b. Billy Sunday, Amie Semple McPherson-radio and traveling preachers, often advocating prohibition (18th amendment passed in 1919)
c. Afraid of secularism, Wm Jennings Bryan gets a following as a lawyer and populist speaker
d. 1921 laws promoted to teach only evolution in schools…mostly only passed in the South
1. Darwinism on Trial
2. TN…outlaws evolution teaching..gov didn’t think bill would actually be applied
3. ACLU uses John Scopes (Drunk history!)
4. “monkey trial” was a circus, Dayton, TN “trial of the century”
5. Clarence Darrow vs Byran…Darrow “America is founded on liberty and not on narrow, mena, intolerable and brainless soulless religiomainiacs”
6. Bryan is “expert witness”…ends up looking like a moron when trapped in biblical illogicalness…gets cray, cray!
7. Scopes to pay $100 fine..Bryan dies of heart attack shortly after
IV. Emerging Sexuality

a. Freud and psychoanalysis starts the discussions

b. Flappers, jazz age, skirts to the knee!..galoshes “flapped” around their ankles

c. Fitzgerald: ideal flapper “lively and expensive about 19”, swears, makes out, indulgent

V. Lost Generation
a. Disillusioned ex soldiers, people freaked out about horrors of war

b. Many move to Paris, embrace Europe culture, writers, artists,etc
VI. Great Migration
a. Blacks move north for jobs and more freedom
b. Racial strife still exists (Chicago Race Riots, blacks self segregating to black neighborhoods
c. Harlem Renaissance grows from this, breaking many negative stereotypes of African Americans, pride and jazz…  (webquest activity?)
d. Marcus Garvey: 
1. separatism , blacks will never get a fair deal in American “Back to Africa” movement, deported for fraud in stock scandal

VII. Prohibition
a. Women’s’ Christian Temperance Union and Anti-Saloon League elect “dry” candidates, move to prohibition in 1919

b. Jan 1920, 18th Amendment ratified, The Volstead Act (only 1520 agents to enforce) to enforce it

c. Unintended consequences

1. Difficult to enforce, loopholes in law, medicinal and fruit fermentation allowed, drinking it not actually outlawed, just selling and buying…

2. Many deaths from wood alcohol, govt adds poisons to some known alcohol makers, killing thousands

3. 32K illegal speakeasies in NYC…people drinking WAY more than before amendment

4. Liquor tax lost…no one knew this much $$ would be lost

5. Bootlegging increases: 14 year crime orgy for gangsters! Al Capone (scarface), $60 million paid no tax on

6. Sent to jail in 1931 for tax evasion (Elliot Ness myth!)

