Civil War Causes
I. Migration
a. “If hell lay to the west, Americans would cross heaven to get there”
b. By 1860, 4.3 million had settled west of Mississippi
c. Manifest Destiny “overspread the continent allotted by Providence for the free development of our yearly multiplying millions”- John L. O’Sullivan coined term in 1845 and with help of penny press, idea spreads (part religious part economic justifications)
d. 325,000 Indians inhabited Great Plains and Far West and Pacific Northwest, 200 tribes
e. Pg 345 for good map of trails
II. Sectionalism Themes AFTER 1840
a. North (abolitionist movement grows)
b. South slavery as a “positive good”, better than industrial treatment of workers, etc
c. West: question of slavery expanding where (remember 1820 Miss. Compromise only in territory gained by that time)
III. Regions:  (all of these areas will increase the tension of slavery’s expansion)
a. Oregon: jointly managed by Britain and US  since 1818, fur trading and Christian missionaries in area mainly, “Oregon fever’ breaks out and in 1840’s there were 5000 settlers in Oregon’s Willamette Valley  (Oregon Trail)
i. “54’ 40’ or fight!”…Polk will settle this border in 1846
b. Webster Ashburton Treaty 1846 (settled land dispute around Great Lakes with Britain)
c. California: gold discover in 1848, bring in Chinese  (Americans half the population) and flood of men (San Fran nearly depopulated during 1849), settlers travel there via  Santa Fe Trail
d. Mexico: wins independence in 1821-22, 1824 Colonization Law attracts American settlers (cheap land, no taxes for 4 years, no slaves and must convert to Catholicism…yeah, right)
e. Texas: Americans with help of Stephen F. Austin fight for independence.

i. Battles at Goliad and Alamo end in failure for Texians, Sam Houston at Battle of San Jacinto win Texas independence from Santa Anna in April 1836.  
ii. Will be a republic until 1845 b/c no president wants to touch the issue of bringin in another slave state

f. James K. Polk elected Prez in 1844: Texas made state before he is in office, gets Oregon at 49  parallel (not 54 40 or fight!), British make this offer, gets war started with Mexico over boundary dispute at Rio Grande 
g. Mexican American War: Winfield Scott and Zackary Taylor
i. Maps on pages 349-50 help understand the disputed areas, and what we win in Cession.  

ii. War provoked at river border by Taylor 
h. Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo: $15 million paid to Mexico for territory, NM, rest of TX, CA, and UT (Mexican Cession) 
IV. The Gathering Storm
a. Wilmot Proviso (3 months into Mexican America War, “neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist there”)…never passed through Senate
b. Idea of where slavery will go keeps cropping up in Congress til 1849

c. Polk wants to extend Missouri compromise, but squatter or popular sovereignty (Michigan senator Lewis Cass) is the new thing

d. 1848: Mexican War ends

e. Whig Party: morphs with other small parties to Free Soil’ers says “free soil” in new territory, no abolishment in existing states, nominates Van Buren for 1848 election

f. Whig Zachary Taylor wins due to split vote of Dems and Free Soiler’s.   Wins presidency with 8 slaves states, 7 free

g. 1849 under Taylor California free state, 1850 NMex free also…issue boiling over!

h. Compromise of 1850

i. Southerner fought in Mex War..how dare Taylor make these 2 states free!
ii. Henry Clay to the rescue AGAIN… (part of “old guard)
iii. New leaders in Congress emerge: Jefferson Davis, Stephen Douglass, Wm. Seward

iv. Final proposal passed….1) admit CA as free, 2) organize NM and UT without restrictions, pop sov 3) fed govt pay Texas debts from their period as a Republic ) 4)abolish slave trade in DC (exempt from 1808 law) 5) fugitive slave law 
v. Calhoun on his deathbed said Clay has incited a Civil War

i. 1850 President Taylor dies of cholera, Millard Fillmore takes over

j. Fugitive Slave Act: $1000 fine for violator (only 3 runaways ever captured under)

k. Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 1852, written from her contact with fugitive slaves, best selling book of its time

l. Kansas Nebraska controversy (starts 1852, Act passed in 54)…RR land needed, Gadsden Purchase (1853) for the Southern route, but Stephen A Douglas suggested one starting in Illinois, champions popular sovereignty to win this bill’s passage…pisses off everyone

i. Act repeals Miss Compromise
m. Result “Bleeding Kansas” 1855: “border ruffians”, swept in from Missouri to vote pro slavery, mini civil war, John brown..yada
n. Emergence of Republican Party1854
i. Tension destroyed Whig party, Know Nothings on the rise, Republican party forms out of everyone anti-slavery that left Dems and Whigs (Lincoln leads this transition of many)
_____________________________________________________end of timeline for DBQ
o. Caning of Sumner: May 1856 Charles Sumner of Mass  gave speech “Crime Against Kansas”…”rape against virgin territory, said South Carolina senator “chosen a mistress who though polluted in the sight of the world, is chaste in his sight…I mean the harlot, Slavery”
i. Preston Brooks (cousin of SC senator), beating him at his desk til his cane broke and Sumner was unconscious..drove more Northerner to the Republican Party
ii. Drunk history!
p. 1856 James Buchanan elected pres (Dem)
q. Dred Scott Decision March 6, 1857: Scott slave in VA, taken to St Louis in 1830 and was sold to surgeon who took him to Illinois, then WS Territory and back to St Louis in 1842, owner died in 1843, he tries to buy his freedom.  (in Missouri court) no a citizen, not free, due process, Roger Taney “blacks so inferior, that they had no rights which with the white man was bound to respect”…basically means Congress has to protect property of slave holders
r. Lincoln Douglas Debate: Lincoln picked to run against Douglas for IL Senator (Douglas seen as Northerner with S sympathies
i. Lincoln: over time slavery will die, not an abolitionist, underdog, came over “normal” and likeable “can’t endure half slave and half free”
s. John Brown’s Raid: Oct 1856 20 men, sons, 5 blacks to VA to raid arsenal, arm the blacks, word was out and white milita surrounded, son shot, wants dad to kill him “die like a man!”, next day he’s caught, tried for treason, murder and conspiring with Negros, hung on Dec 2 1859..”slavery will end with much bloodshed”…North ‘SAINT!”
t. Election of Lincoln: 1860: 39% of popular vote, but 180 clear in Electoral college

i. States secede, Union is dissolved!
