APUSH Talking Points
The Jacksonian Era (Chapter 9)
America! Book…pg 435

Background:  Most Terrifying Man Ever Elected: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SupNaQeJrq0
Father killed in farm accident, (born on border of Carolinas), poor mom.  Grew up around violence,  in Tennessee Calvary he refused to clean general’s boots and was gashed in face, had bullet in shoulder from duel where he killed a man over gambling payout.   Became famous at Battle of Horseshoe bend (killed all 1000 Creeks!) and Battle of New Orleans (hundreds of British dead, 8 Americans).  Known for executing deserters and mutineers.  Color pictures of battle are widespread and he’s a hero, nickname “Old Hickory”

Makes money on land stolen from Creeks (Hermitage), had slaves, violent towards them

1)The Rise of Mass Politics

i)No economic equality, but transformation of American politics to extend the right to vote to new groups. Until 1820s most states limited franchise to white landowners. Changes began in West w/ Constitutions guaranteeing right to vote to all white males- E. states did likewise in order to stop exodus of ppl, many eastern states still required taxpayers only to vote
iii)State reforms generally peaceful but in RI instability when 1840 group led by Thomas Dorr and the “People’s Party” submitted and won a new state Const. by the ppl. 1842 2 simultaneous govts, Dorr rebellion quickly failed

Everywhere women could not vote, no secret ballots—despite limitations numbers of voters increased faster than population ,  vi)Originally electors chosen by legislature, by 1828 popularly elected except SC

I. The Legitimization of Party
a. Higher levels of voter participation due to expanded electorate but also strengthening of party organization and loyalty
b. By late 1820s new idea of party spreading beyond NY, Jackson’s 1828 election seemed to legitimize new system. By 1830s national 2-party system: anti-Jackson forces called Whigs, his followers called Democrats
II. Election of Jackson “Old Hickory”
a. Ugly campaign (cheated on his wife, he’s a killer

b. JQ Adams lived his life on public treasury, gambler, spendthrift

c. Those who hated the National Bank, debtors love Jackson…”Adams can write, but Jackson can fight”
d. Wins 178-83

e. Inauguration brawl ends with his escape out a back door, whiskey taken to lawn to get the people out

f. VP is John C. Calhoun (hates him!), Sec of State, Martin Van Buren (later resigns)

g. “President of the Common Man”: HUGE fear that a “commoner” could take over.  Inauguration is crazy town, scares the hell out of the “elite”.  Wife dies weeksafter, he blames it on the insults of her
III. What he wants

a. Pay down debt, decrease taxes, reduce federal bureaucracy, destroy the Bank, get rid of corruption, get rid of “ill fated race” of Indians

b. Wanted to bolster states’ rights, reduce federal power

IV. What he does

a. Jackson’s first targets entrenched officeholders of fed govt, wanted to simplify official duties to make office more accessible. Removed nearly 1/5 of office-holders removed b/c misuse of govt funds or corruption, )Jackson’s supporters embraced “spoils system”, making right of elected officials to appt followers to office established feature of American politics

b. Vetoed Maysville Road bill…sets precedent in limiting federal support of transportation

c. Calhoun and Nullification

i. Late 1820s many in SC came to see “tariff of abominations”, 1828 (50% tax) as responsible for stagnation of state economy (really due to exhausted farmland unable to compete with new western lands). Some considered remedy thru secession

ii. Vice President Calhoun offered alternative in theory of nullification- idea like Madison and Jefferson’s KY + VA Resolutions of 1798-1799. Argued fed govt created by states, therefore states final arbiter (not Congress or courts) of constitutionality. Convention could be held to null and void law within state

iii. Webster-Haynes debate: Webster..the Union would be a “rope of sand” if this is allowed

iv. April 1830 toast, Jackson shocked South by saying “our Union..it must be preserved!”

v. In 1832 election, Van Buren replaces VP Calhoun, Jackson reduces some tariffs

vi. SC creates orders of secession, Jackson sends fed troops to SC

vii. Force bill and compromise tariff bill are signed, crisis peters out
d. The Removal of the Indians
i. Jackson hated Indians, saw them as barbarians, state laws in GA, MS, AL stripped Indians of rights and tribal powers, couldn’t sue in court, couldn’t vote
ii. White westerners wanted removal b/c feared continued contact + expanding white settlements would lead to endless violence, & Indian lands valuable, (used bribery and alcohol to move Indians

iii. Indian Removal Act 1830 
1. Give Indians land west of iss. River in exchange for their current lands, 40000 relocated (bribery and booze worked to convince most)
iv. Gold in GA sent Cherokees to S.C. to keep land being taken by prospetors
v. In GA Sup. Court decisions of Cherokee Nation v Georgia (1831) and Worcester v Georgia (1832) seemed to protect tribal lands and declared Georgia its own nation
vi. 1835 treaty signed with minority tribe in Cherokee nation ceding all land to GA, but majority of Cherokees refused to recognize its legitimacy. Jackson sent army under General Winfield Scott to drive them westward to reservation  
vii. Trail of Tears: 1838  “John Marshall made his decision, now let him try to enforce it”
1. Forced trek to “Indian Territory” began winter 1838. Thousands died before destination, dubbed “Trail of Tears”
2. By end of 1830s almost all major Indian societies relocated to far less hospitable lands west of Mississippi on reservations surrounded by forts, 
3. White movement west impossible to have stopped, but alternative to removal could have been some form of co-existence like in NW trading posts, TX
4. BY mid-19th century Americans believed western lands had no pre-existing civilization. Natives could not be equal partners, were obstacles to be removed, “lacked intelligence, industry and moral habits for improvement”
e. Jackson and the Bank War  (big issue in 1832 campaign)
i. Question to renew charter for 1832
ii. S and W like gold and silver coins to paper money, feared the whole system was rigged for the North
iii. Bank of United States in 1830s had HQ in Philadelphia, branches in 19 cities, by law only place govt could deposit its funds
iv. It’s a “Monster”, a monopoly by a wealthy few
v. Jackson did not favor renewal of bank charter after 1836 expiration. Biddle tried to save bank by granting financial favors to influential men, named Daniel Webster made legal counsel (gained Clay’s support). Recommended renewal bill 1832 to make bank issue in 1832 elections.   (cutting off one of his arms, no matter what
vi. Bill passed Congress but Jackson vetoed it, could not be overridden.  Did this for “what’s good for America”, going against ruling in McCullough vs. Maryland. In 1832 Jackson + Van Buren elected despite opposition to bank over opposition Clay
vii. The “Monster” Destroyed
1. Jackson determined to destroy “monster” Bank quickly. To weaken it removed govt deposits and put into “pet banks” (two Tres. Secretaries fired b/c feared financial destabilization, third Roget Taney complied)
2. iWhen administration transferred funds from Bank to pet banks, Biddle called in loans and raised interest rates- hoped would cause financial distress and recession that would persuade Congress to recharter Bank
3. banks charter ended in 1836, state banks go nuts and into massive dept from printing notes, lending crazy money
viii. Assassination attempt, 2 shots misfired, dude was crazy..thought he was the King of England
f. The Taney Court
i. Jackson moved against economic nationalism support of Supreme Court, after Marshall died 1835 named Roger Taney chief justice
g. The Changing Face of American Politics…Democrats and Whigs
i. Democrats in 1830s envisioned expanding economic and political opportunity for white males, limited govt but one that removed obstacles to opportunity, defense of Union, attacking corruption
ii. Whigs favored expanding power of fed govt, industrial and commercial development, knit country into consolidated economic system, cautious westward expansion b/c feared territorial growth would produce instability, embraced industrial future and commercial and manufacturing greatness
iii. AntiMasonic part a) first 3rd party b) first to hold nominating convention 3) announce a platform
h. Election of 1836

i. Whigs ran 4 candidates (different regions) by “Great Triumvirate” of Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, John Calhoun. 1836 election Dems united behind Jackson’s choice of Van Buren for candidate, but Whigs could not agree on single candidate. Clay, White, and William Henry Harrison ran for regional interests, defeated by Van Buren  (actually wanted it to go to House b/c would be their only chance).   Van Buren still gets huge majority

ii. Van Buren  (history of public service, from NY, power is a personality, not a position
iii. Van Buren elected on economic boom that reached height 1836- canals and railroads being built, easy credit, land business booming, govt revenues from sales + 1833 tariff created surpluses that allowed reduction of nat’l debt
iv. Congress passed 1836 “distribution” act to return surplus to states, used to fund highways, railroads, canals, created economic boom
i.  Panic of 1837
i. Causes: overspeculation on lands, canals, roads, slaves, all $ removed into pet banks, more money was printed, inflation, Jackson issued “specie circular” that required payment for public land sales be in gold or silver or currency backed by them b/c feared rampant speculation,
ii. )Circular produced financial panic during Van Buren’s presidency banks and business failed, food riots- largest depression in American history to that point
iii. Panic of 1837 led Democrats + Van Buren administration to pay price for no govt intervention. Lassez faire.  Passes “divorce bill”, take all federal funds from state bank…create independent Treasury.  (will be repealed in 1841 by Whig Congress, but it’s added again by Democrats)
iv. The Log Cabin “and hard cider” Campaign: presenting Whigs as “common people” (1836)
j. Election of 1840:
i. To win 1840 election Whigs supported only one candidate- William Henry Harrison for pres and John Tyler for VP, runs against Van Buren, who is unpopular b/c of Panic
ii. 1840 campaign first in which “penny press” carried news of candidates to larger audience of workers and tradespeople. Whigs, although represented affluent elements of pop, presented themselves as party of the common people
iii.  Harrison won election, died of pneumonia 1 month after inauguration, new President Tyler Whigs lost White House in 1844 elections

