APUSH Talking Points
Kennedy and LBJ (sans Vietnam) 
1. Election of 1960
a. Image over substance…tv debates, Nixon looks like poop on tv, 70 million watch, radio people think Nixon did better
b. 15 electoral votes in the South went to Harry Byrd, a segregationist…wtf!

c. Nixon: “Tricky Dick”…half truths, lies, rumors to get what he wants, 

d. Kennedy, Hardvard, rich, powerful Catholic family, brige, cute kids, gorgeous wife..Camelot, good lookin!...Addison’s disease, STD, back pain, on tons of meds…Southern Dem LBJ is VP

e. Elected with razor thin margin
2. Inauguration: New Frontier (primary source!)
a. Doesn’t push civil rights, but uses MLK in jail to help get black vote
b. Robert McNamera, Dept of Defense, Dean Rusk, Sec of State
c. “let the word go forth”

d. Peace Corps, 35% tariff cut, Housing Act (urban renewal), increased minimum wage, increase SS benefits, “land a man on the moon” challenge..space race!
3. Warren Court
a. 63: Gideon v Wainwright (state lawyer), 64 Escobedo v Illinois (consult a lawyer), Miranda v Arizona 66 (read rights)
4. Foreign issues

a. “freedom under God vs godless, ruthless tyranny” struggle of ideologies

b. Creates Green Berets and accelerates nuclear race

c. Bay of Pig setback:  poor communication, inaccurate maps, faulty equipment, 1100 men captured, 4 us pilots killed…”worth experience of my life”

d. 2.8 million E Germans had fled as of 1961…Kennedy threatens National Guard and Army to Berlin, Khrushchev responds with Berlin Wall (show video!) Kennedy “a wall isn’t a solution, but it’s a hell of a lot better than a war”
e. Cuban Missile Crisis: 13 day standoff, decisions? End result quarantine and removal of missiles in Turkey…”the Soviets blinked first”

i. Khrushchev driven from power the next year due to unpopularity,  replaced with Leonid Brezhnev
f. Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
g. Nov 22, 1963, in Dallas for S support, Oswald…Jack Ruby, conspiracy...why?...affairs with wife of mob boss, anti Castrol, was going to remove troops from Vietnam…etc Warren Commission

5. Lyndon B. Johnson (show oath of office pic)
a. Chain smoker, energy, Jekyll and Hyde personality, tall, complex

b. Takes advantage of Kennedy mourning to pass Civil Rights Act of 1964, Revenue Act (lowered taxes for middle class), establishes EEOC, “war on poverty” (lack hope, no change for improvement, poor housing leads to a slew of other issues), Job Corps  and Volunteers in Service to America, (at home Peace Corp), 

c. Barry Goldwater: conservative Repub runs against him in 1964…loses but shows an extreme backlash against “liberal agendas”…campaign “in your heart, you know he’s right”…” in your gut, you know he’s nuts”

d. Great Society: article on Great Society
i. 1965: Medicare/Medicaid, money for poor schools, HUD, Immigration Act of 65 (quota removals), “country is rich enough to do anything it has the guts and vision  and will to do”, Highway Safety Act , Higher Education Act, air and water pollution clean up laws, welfare
ii. Assessing G.S.: lots of good, but “welfare state”? , Republican backlash
e. Election of 1968
i. Because of Vietnam, doesn’t accept nomination to run..riots outside the nomination in Chicago
ii. George Wallace (IND) against Nixon (Rep) and Hubert Humphrey (Dem)
iii. LBJ did lots of good, but all overshadowed by Vietnam
