APUSH Talking Points
Antebellum South

I. Civil War Toll
a. 620K lives (new evidence says nearly 850K)
b. 4 million free slaves ($4 billion of South economy goes poof!), illiterate, no skills, 5000K widows, orphans
c. 50 billion in damage, property values collapsed, money worthless, RR damaged, cotton seized by feds, military troops in South set to humiliate them (South thinks “slaves better than the Yankee)
d. Southern humiliation “Yankees disgrace our common humanity”
e. Major Martin Delaney: exhorted former slaves to achieve self sufficiency, own land, we fought and won…freaks out the whites
II. Reconstruction
a. Texas vs White in (1868), secession is illegal
b. North had improved through war with Banking Act, Morrill Tariff, Homestead Act (land for the landless), Pacific RR Act, 13th amendment etc
c. Under Lincoln, Freedman’s Bureau created (negotiate labor contracts, schools, courts, med care, food, supervises trials)
d. Lincoln 10% Plan (10% had to swear loyalty oath to get back in, doesn’t want to punish)
e. Wade Davis Bill: 51%, “ironclad” oath, no repayment of debts, veto’d
f. Sharecropping starts, rise of the KKK (starts in Pulaksi, Tennessee in 1866)
III. Lincoln shot
a. April 14th, Ford’s Theater, John Wilkes Booth (“sic simper tyranis!”...death to tyrants) breaks his leg, later killed in a barn, 3 hanged in conspiracy , including boarding house owner Mary Surratt)
b. New President now a Dem, Congress soon to be full of Radical Republicans due to Johnson backlash (2/3rd majority as of 66)…who has the power to reconstruct?  Arguments: Executive=power of pardons legislative=elastic clause
IV. Andrew Johnson
a. Hot tempered, bigot, temper, drunk at 65 inauguration, called it “restoration”, not “reconstruction”

b. Champion for poor, southern, non slave owning white, was in Congress, did not leave with  TN when they seceded
c. Puts him in position to balance ticket in 1864 election with Lincoln

d. No 10% requirement, ratify 13th, repeal ordinance of secession, over 20K wealth, you can’t vote w/o presidential pardon, black suffrage suggested
e. Black codes (buy licenses, labor contracts, curfews, etc) starts, KKK
f. 1866 Civil Rights Act created to roll back codes (veto’d by Johnson), will later become 14th Amendment (makes no reference to gender)
g. As South gets cray cray, more moderate Republicans join Radicals
V. Radical Republicans:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLeY7Cklp0U

a. Mass: Charles Sumner in Senate
b. Thaddeus Stevens (video from Lincoln!) in House  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V7Brh9iWajc
c. (Lincoln and Stevens debate)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fy-OWH7nz80&index=9&list=PL-G96IvXIJ5MWQ0EV_06xY-yxEqz0zHQI
d. Want to break down Southern social structure (hates the planter class), lead an economic transformation, less class disparity, slaves need right to vote (blacks give more votes for them, getting rid of ex Confeds gets rid of Dem opposition!)
e. Military Reconstruction Act (67): 5 military districts (not in TN who did everything already…”give my respect to the dead dog in the White House”), 
i. Commanding officer in eah district authorized to keep order and protect rights

ii. State constitutions framed by state conventions males citizens 21 and older of whatever race or previous condition (S.Carolina’s will be majority black)

iii. Once 14th is ratified, they can be given representation back in Congress

f. 14th and 15th amendment must be ratified, (all states by 1870 will have done this, except KY, which ratifies young) no former southern congress people can serve in office, 

g. Johnson veto’s Freedman’s Bureau (overridden), Civil Rights Act 67 (overridden veto)

h. 14 black congressmen and 2 black senators by 1876, many in state and local governments

VI. Impeachment (by 1867)
a. Violates Tenure of Office Act by firing War Sec Edwin Stanton

b. Johnson never believed Tenure act was constitutional, so this isn’t a “high crime and misdemeanor”

c. Falls 1 vote short of the Senate vote needed for removal (senator from Kansas)
VII. Ulysses Grant wins presidency in 1868 (2 terms, wins 214 to 80 against Horatio Seymour)

a. War hero, sided with Rad Repubs, 

b. He’s a weak presidents, incompetent cabinet, many scandals (Credit Mobilier, “whiskey ring”), hates greenbacks (puts us back on gold standard)
c. 1873 (contraction of money supply) Panic means Republicans will start to lose support

VIII. The Freed Slaves

a. Constantly abused and exploited

b. Military service helped many blacks to read and write, patriotic, country is “ours”

c. Baptist church membership of blacks increases b/c they allow churches to worship however they want

d. Families rejoined

e. Black banks rare, can’t get loans/land

f. Sharecropping/tenant farming on the rise

g. Education on the rise (Mary McLeod Bethune “the whole world opened up to me when I learned to read”

h. In politics, many in state legislatures (600), a couple lt. governors, 2 blank US Senators (Hiram Revels and Blanche K .Bruce…Mississippi)
IX. Radical Republican record

a. Most Southern state govt positions go to carpetbaggers and scalawags

b. Reapportioning legislatures with population, universal manhood suffrage, making more state offices elected

c. Extensive new railroads, 600K blacks enrolled in southern schools, state supported schools
d. More attention to orphanages, asylums, deaf and blind

e. Public roads/bridge repaired or built

f. Equality before the law

g. Corruption of course: bribery for bidding contracts, rich get richers
X. Compromise of 1877 (Hayes/Tilden Compromise)…reconstruction is not forever
a. 1876 (US vs Cruikshank) states’ rights trumped federal authority when it comes to federal govt ability to protect blacks from white terror

b. People weary and tired from cost and emotional toll of Reconstruction  (“the North has gotten tired of the Negro”
c. KKK had weakened Republican voting

d. Federal enforcement in the South starts to backfire
e. Grant runs for a 3rd term, but then steps back and puts Hayes on ticket (“waves the bloody shirt”…linking Dems to the civil war carnage) vs Sam Tilden (D).  Electoral vote 185 to 184 in final compromise…looks like Tilden wins
f. Republicans panic, find a way to stay in office…forms a “board” of Congress people to decided “disputed” votes

g. Compromise: Removal of troops from south, more money in south for railroads and rebuilding
h. 1877: “the whole South …every state in the South has got back in the handout of the very men that held us as slaves”

i. Court cases favor South
j. What will all this lead to?  Restore of Southern rule comes back and not until 1954 will civil rights be gained again (literacy tests, poll tax)
k. Boooooooo!
