APUSH Talking Points: World War I
1. An Uneasy Neutrality
a. THEME: For years, US benefits from distance, but due to imperialism and world trade, becomes more difficult
b. WWI transforms US role in foreign affairs
i. Wilson tries to stay out of foreign affairs, uses “moral diplomacy” where needed:
ii. Sec of State: Wm Jennings Bryan thinks its up to US to spread Christianity and civilization
iii. Rebels in Mexico overthrow various govts. 
1. Sends John J. Pershing on an expedition to get Pancho Villa, who killed some American miners in Mexico..it’s a dub
2. Sends troops to Veracruz to enforce govt we want, leave in 1914 (few weeks, Mexicans killed and a handful of US soldiers)
iv. Keeps troops Taft sent in Nicaragua and Haiti, ticking off many Latin Americans at us.
c.  NO experience in foreign affairs, originally a pacifist, Wife dies of kidney disease in his first year, he remarries 6 months later
d. War Toll (World War I)
i. “Great War”, 9 million dead, 15 million wounded, 6 million orphans, 3 million widows
ii. Butchery, ravaged landscapes, total destruction
e. Austria-Hungary grown, Serbia expanding, Franz Ferdinand, Austrian citizen of Serbian descent assassinates him
f. Allied Powers: Italy, Germany and AH) vs Triple Entente (GB, Russia, France, and in 1917, America)
g. “MAIN” causes: militarism, alliance, imperialism, nationalism

i. Alliances: AH starts to mobilize to attack Serbia, protected by Russia, then Germany, who backs AH, declares war on Russia Aug 1, 1914, then on France
ii. Germany goes through Belgium, leading GB to declare war on Germany

iii. Italy stays out for a while until 1915

iv. Militarism:  new technologies
1. Machine guns, aerial bombing, gas, flame throwers, tanks, big bertha (9 miles!)
2. Sinking ships (U boats)

3. Destruction of cultural monuments, civilians territory

4. War of attrition, “industrial war”

5. 60% deaths from shrapnel

6. Ypres: 3 hrs and 100 years caused 13K British deaths

7. Trench warfare, no man’s land…trenchfoot, lice, rats, gross!

8. Show video!

v. Nationalism

1. Russian expels over a million Jews and Poles

h. Reaction at Home

i.  Wilson “stay neutral in thought as well as action”, 
ii. Lots of immigrants at home, know the difference between isolationists vs pacifists, vs interventionist
iii. 1915-Wilson approves loans to GB and FR and purchase of American supplies create massive economic boom in America

iv. GB blockades Germany, eventually, entire North Sea a war zone, 

v. U boats attack on site, unrestricted sub warfare (against “the rules)

vi. May 7, 1915 Lusitania, 128 Americans dead, 1200 dead:  Wilson’s response boo…”FDR calls him a jackass”…ship probably had weapons on it

vii. More ships sunk, Sussex in March 1916…German pledge not to do this again

i. Paying for War
i. Revenue At of 1916 doubled the income tax rate, estate tax, new tax on munitions makers and other business
j. Election of 1916 “He kept us out of war”, super close vote
k. Wilson tries to mediate peace after taking office, they aren’t’ having it, “peace without victory”

l. Germany goes back to unrestricted warfare on u-boats, all vessels sunk without warning…America PISSED!!
m. Zimmerman Note: Feb 25th, 1917

n. Nov 1917 Lenin and Bolsheviks, est Commie dictatorship…kinda blows his illusion everyone was fighting for democracy, and they drop out of the war
i. Lenin “power was laying in the streets waiting to be picked up”

o. “world must be made safe for democracy”, April 6, 1917 we go to war
i. Causes for entry: effects of British propaganda in US and our deep trades in involvement with our allies…often contributed to war profiteering, unrestricted sub warfare
p. Western Front

i. GB and FR bear most of the fighting Verdun, strictly US Army repels Germans, Argonne offensive in Sept 1918..1.2 million troops “America became the most decisive power in the war”

q. Mobilizing War Effort at Home
i. Selective Service At
ii. 14500 under John J go to French coast, 3.7 million total, 42K blacks included

iii. Food Admin: Hoover, meatless Tuesdays wheat less E, victory gardens, 

iv. War Industries Board: led by Bernard Baruch, production quotas, etc…anything that could go wrong, did

v. Women, blacks, etc take over the labor shortage caused by the draft..GREAT MIGRATION!..not always welcomed

vi. CPI: Creel, movies, speeches, liberty bonds, conservation, etc
vii. Civil Liberties: Espionage (aid to enemy)and Sedition Acts…anything in print…1000 convicted…Debs jailed AGAIN, runs for president from jail AGAIN

viii. Schenck v US (1919)…fire in a crowded theater, clear and present danger

r. 14 Points: (jan 1918)

i. Oct 1918 Germany asks for end to fighting on basis of the 14 pts, German allies drop out of war like flies

ii. 11th hour of 11 day of 11 month, 1918, armistice day signed

iii. GB and FR not having it, want war guilt and repartition of land and $ (AH erased from the map)

iv. US death 126K dead, FR 1.4, Russia 1.7, GB nearly 1 million
v. League of Nations only thing that sticks

s. Wilson’s mistakes

i. Goes to Paris on Jan 18, 1919 without any Senators, “he went to hog the whole show”, welcomed as a hero, 

ii. GB and FR not having it, want war guilt and repartition (which Germany won’t be able to pay…situation means Hitler can fill this misery of a power vacuum) of land and $ (AH erased from the map)

iii. US death 126K dead, FR 1.4, Russia 1.7, GB nearly 1 million

iv. League of Nations only thing that sticks 

v. lost control of congress in Nov elections, at home, Dems loose Congress in Nov 1918…reservationists vs irreconcilable…enemy Henry Cabot Lodge …says article 10 would mean senate no longer have power to declare war, he’s over senate foreign relations committee, gets everyone against him, Wilson won’t compromise
vi. Wilson returns and takes the fight “to the people” on a train tour, has  stroke which leaves him incapacitated until his death in 1924

vii. Ethnically mixed all over Europe, new countries drawn on map means self determination not happening
t. Other results during/after the war

i. Spanish flu in 1918-1919 kills 100 million all over globe, in Philly in one day, buried 528 people, insurance co goes broke, hospitals and cemeteries full

ii. Union activity increases at home at end of war…layoffs, prices go up, war profiteering

iii. Race riots in the North  (lots due to union organizing)
iv. The First Red Scare

1. Result of Bolshvik Rev…a few bombs, mostly by radicals, A Mitchell Palmer, goes nuts raiding govt offices for evidence (J Edgar Hooover…FBI created!)

2. Scare fizzles out and we realize we’re all paranoid

3. Communism most powerful shaping force of 20th century!!
4. Progressive Era fizzles b/c it looks too idealistic in this world
