


POLITICAL MACHINES

¢+ During late 1800’s, many cities run by a
! Political machine. :
¢ This was an organized group, headed bya
E city boss, that controlled activities of a ’
political party in a city.
-+ Offered services to voters & businesses in
exchange for political or financial support.
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By 1870, the Tweed ring was able to milk the city through l—j

. such devices as , padded bills, false vouchers, ___]
“ unnecessary repairs, and and services .-91
~ bought from suppliers controlled by the ring. = ‘

' Examples of the flagrant abuse of the public’s money were:
- 1) 40 old chairs and three tables: $179,792.60

(about $2 million today)

~ 2) Repairing fixtures: $1,149,874.50 (about $14 million today)
- 3) Aplasterer's wages during a nine month period: %
- $2,870,464.06 (about $34 million today) N
| 4) 30 months of advertising paid to a Tweed-controlled printing |
company: $7,168,212.23 (about $87 million today) i
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The Po we)* of the
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P STOLE THE FEOFLES 08Ty © 2 % TELL .z O F WAS H L

Caption says:
“Who Stole the People’s Money? -- Do Tell. ‘TWAS HIM.”
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Question:

[s there a modern-day equivalent
of the political cartoon?

That is, is there a popular media
source that deals with politics in
an honest, unflinching way?




