Syllabus and Study Guide

Unit 3: American Imperialism and World War I
	The third unit of American History 2 examines American Imperialism and World War I through the lenses of trade, imperialism, foreign policy, and war. 

Step 1: Read the explanation of “Imperialism” in the box below and then below that, write your OWN explanations of “imperialism” but using only clever and catchy “hashtags”.   Make sure your hashtags include information related to the “what, when, why” of Imperialism.    Have a minimum of 6…
The Story of Imperialism

Imperialism is basically the political idea that we can run your country better than you can because we have a better system of government than you do.  In practical terms, the imperialist also viewed the occupied territory as sort of an automatic teller machine for withdrawals of natural resources, or a cheaper place to make products, or sometimes as a great place for strategically located military bases.   American’s big push as imperialists was from the late 1800’s to the very early 1900s, at which time lots of countries where America had control, began to push back and push America out, often times resulting in armed military conflict!  Even in America, anti-imperialist feeling arose and organizations were formed to encourage our government to leave other countries alone!  The most famous of which was called the Anti-Imperialist League. 



See back for Unit vocabulary and essential questions…don’t forget to spend time each night making your Self Created Study Guide….
Possible Factual Content for this Unit

Directions for Self Created Study Guide: Review classwork each night and before the test date, make sure you have answered all Essential Questions and defined terms on your own paper.   If you are HONORS, the Connection to Today sections are required.  For academic classes, you can do this for extra credit.  Grade will be as follows:

0%: did not attempt

60%: below average attempt at answering all parts

80%: average attempt at all parts

100%: above average attempt at answering all parts  

Tentative Test Date/Notebook Unit 3/Study Guide Unit 3 on: ____________________________

I:
Reasons for Imperialistic Expansion

Essential Questions:  
A) For what political and/or militaristic reasons did the United States begin to expand during the end of the 1800’s?
B) For what economic reasons did the United States begin to expand during the end of the 1800’s?

C) For what social reasons did the United States begin to expand during the end of the 1800’s?


Terms:  imperialism, imperialist, Alfred T. Mahan, to annex, extractive economies, natural resources, Panama Canal, “Frontier Thesis”, Fredrick Jackson Turner, Social Darwinism, White Man’s Burden, missionaries, colonialism, Anti-Imperialist League, Hawaii
Connections to Today: For what political/military, economic and social reasons does the United States continue to expand their influence across the globe today?
II.
Spanish American War

Essential Questions:
A) For what reasons did America side with Cuba and eventually get pushed into war with Spain?
B) How did American work with Cuba to get its “foot in the door” and gain influence before and during the War of 1898?
C) What resulted from the Treaty of 1898 for both Cuba and for the United States?

Terms:  War of 1898, Spanish American War, “Splendid Little War”, Theodore Roosevelt, Rough Riders, “Butcher” Weyler, re-concentration, yellow press/journalism, USS Maine, Treaty of Paris 1898, Teller Amendment, Platt Amendment, Cuba
Connections to Today: What is the current state of American affairs in Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines today?
III.
World War I and Foreign Policy after 1910
Essential Questions:

A) Why was America mostly isolationists by the start of WWI?
B) For what reasons did American finally get involved in WWI?
C) How did the Treaty of Versailles and Wilson’s negotiations set the stage for WWII?

Terms:  isolationism, interventionism, “MAIN” causes of the war, Franz Ferdinand, Lusitania, Zimmermann Note, Woodrow Wilson, homefront, Selective Service Act, War Industries Board, victory gardens, liberty bonds, trench warfare, weapons of WWI, U-boats, blockade, Treaty of Versailles, League of Nations, reparations, “war guilt”, to disarm, changes to Middle East after WWI, to negotiate
Connections to Today: How have changes to the Middle East after WWI affected conflict in the Middle East today?  What weapons of war today create problems for those fighting in current battles?
