Unit 3 Review Sheet: State and Local Governments
 Directions:  Test is Friday!  We will review in class, so complete this as we go over it and study tonight!


1. Recognize examples of the state executive branch “checking and balancing” the power of the legislative branch.
2. What events led North Carolina to re-write or revise it’s state constitution.
3. In what ways did North Carolina write Jim Crow laws and ideas into the state constitution?
4. In what ways does the Declaration of Rights differ from the Bill of Rights?
5. Who creates local governments in North Carolina?
6. What is the purpose of North Carolina’s judicial branch of government? Executive? Legislative?
7. What was the issue and ruling in the following NC Supreme Court cases?  Swann vs. Charlotte Mecklenberg?  Leandro vs. State of North Carolina?

8. Why might some people not want to be part of an “annexed” municipality?

9. What is incorporation?  What document is granted as part of incorporation?

10. What powers are granted to the states?

11. Which branch and level of government are the following offices a part of?  Sherriff, Chief of Police? Town or city council? Mayor? Governor? County commissioners?

12. Recognizes services provided by local governments and be able to infer if they are provided by counties or municipalities.

13. What are counties? Municipalities?

14. Reserved Powers are?  And they are part of which amendment in the US Constitution?

Leandro vs. State of North Carolina 
Leandro vs. State of North Carolina, commonly referred to as "The Leandro Case," was a law suit filed in 1994 on behalf of students and parents from five low wealth North Carolina counties. These citizens argued that their school districts were unable to raise adequate funding and that the state was failing to provide equal education to all students by providing equal funding, as they argued was assured in the State Constitution. 

The case made it to the North Carolina Supreme Court in 1999 and was heard by Judge Howard Manning Jr. Ultimately Manning ruled that the State has not been providing a "sound, basic education" to the students in these low wealth counties, which every student in the state is assured to have according to the State Constitution. Although equal quality of education is guaranteed, equal funding is not a part of this according to the Constitution and the court's ruling. 

Since the case, more attention has been given to the funding in these low wealth schools and many counties have received extra funding from the state in an effort to achieve a "sound, basic education" for all students. More pressure is being put on policy makers to ensure that at risk students are provided with pre-kindergarten programs, each school be staffed with competent and well trained teachers and principals, and that every school have the resources needed to provide an equal opportunity for a sound basic education to every child.
Make sure you understand:  An equal education is guaranteed, but the state is not required to distribute funding to schools EQUALLY.   Meaning they can give MORE money to _____________________ school districts, taking it from _________________________________ ones.    
