	Unit 2 Syllabus

Gilded Age: Industrialization, Urbanization and Immigration

Years Covered: __________________


· Each unit test will consist of multiple choice, matching, or True/False questions mostly revolving around the “Terms” listed below.   However, you could get questions from “The Story of Us” videos or other handout activities/lectures from class. 

· Also as part of the unit, you will be expected to write written answers to the Essential Questions in short answer format.   You may have these EQ’s as part of an exit ticket or it may count as a quiz or part of the test.   

· Your knowledge each day should build and connect.   You will also be expected to answer either verbally or in writing the Connection to Today prompts as well.   Always be thinking!  

Tentative Test Date: ______________________________________

I:
The expansion of industry and technology.

Essential Questions:  
A) Explain how increasing immigration and urbanization fueled the expansion of U.S. industrialization during the late 1800’s.
B) How did innovations of the Gilded Age improve the lives of Americans?

C) How did innovations of the Gilded Age create problems for urban America?


Terms:  innovation vs invention, industrialization, urbanization, immigration, lack of government regulation, Bessemer Process, Thomas Alva Edison, George Westinghouse, Alexander Graham Bell, typewriter
Connections to Today: Using the innovation of modern computers and smartphones, how do these technologies both improve and create problems for urban America?  (watch parts of Frontline’s “Digital Nation” to get ideas)
II.
The Men Who Made America – Computer Lab Research and Activity 

Essential Questions:
A) What innovations or inventions did the main 4 industrialists use to become wealthy and powerful?  
B) Describe some positive effects on society from these “captains of industry”.

C) Describe some negative effects on society from these “robber barons”.


Terms:  vertical and horizontal integration, Social Darwinism, trusts and monopolies, entrepreneur
Industrialists: Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, J.P. Morgan, Cornelius Vanderbilt

Connections to Today: Think of a current powerful businessman or entrepreneur and describe ways he or she might be considered a “captain of industry” AND a “robber baron”.

III.  Rise of Labor Unions

Essential Questions:

A) What were challenges of factory and other unskilled workers during the Gilded Age?

B) In what ways did these workers combat terrible working conditions?

C) Overall, describe the results of labor union activity by 1900 for both workers and business.


Terms: sweatshop, labor union, strikes, collective bargaining, organized labor, Great Strike of 1877, Samuel Gompers, American Federation of Labor (AFL), Eugene V. Debs, Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), Haymarket Riot, anarchist, socialist, strike-breaking
Connections to Today: After watching the Morgan Spurlock “Inside Man” on modern day labor unions, describe the current struggles of low wage and unskilled workers.   
IV.
Immigration

Essential Questions: 
A) How could immigrants expect to be treated when they finally arrived on America’s shores during the late 1800’s and early 1900’s?  
B) What changes did cities undergo as the nation’s population grew?

C) In what ways did native Americans react to increasing immigration?


Terms:  nativism, xenophobia, Ellis Island, Angel Island, Chinese Exclusion Act, Immigration Acts of 1882/1891
Connections to Today: What are reasons people emigrate to America today?  What struggles and challenges do immigrants in America have today?   

V:
Cartoons vs. corruption.  Shady politics during the Gilded Age.
A) How did corrupt politicians gain power and get elected during the Gilded Age?  
B) Describe ways in which these political machines maintained power and wealth while in office.

C) How did political cartoons help bring the guilty to justice?


Terms:  Gilded Age, political machine, Boss Tweed, Thomas Nast, civil service, kickbacks

    Connections to Today: In what ways to politicians today gain power and money?  How can a responsible citizen prevent corruption in politics today?
