	Unit 1 
Syllabus: The Great West and the Debtor


· Each unit test will consist of multiple choice, matching, or True/False questions mostly revolving around the “Terms” listed below.   However, you could get questions from “The Story of Us” videos or other handout activities/lectures from class. 

· Also as part of the unit, you will often be expected to write written answers to the Essential Questions in short answer format.   You may have these EQ’s as part of an exit ticket or it may count as a quiz or part of the test.   

· For each Roman numeral, by the day of the unit test, you will need to show definitions and summary notes for each of the items listed under “Terms”.  You should do more than define…go back through your notes and assignments and write something!  This is called “studying and reviewing for a test”.  It’s fun.
Tentative Test Date: ______________________
I:
Important themes from American History I: Review

Essential Questions: 
A) How did the power of the national government evolve from 1776 through 1876?  
B) What was Manifest Destiny and in what ways did it impact the United States?  
C) What caused the Civil War and in what ways did it impact the nation?
_________________________________________________________________________________
II:
Go West Young Man! (and women, children etc.)
 Concepts learned by watching “Story of Us” found on my website.
Essential Questions:
A) What factors made Americans from every walk of life want to move west?  
B) How did the U.S. government encourage western settlement?

C) What day to day challenges existed for pioneers and settlers?

Terms:   settlers, pioneers, immigrants, Great Plains, “Great American Desert”, Manifest Destiny, mechanization of agriculture, longhorn cattle, gold/silver rush, Homestead Act, buffalo soldiers, cowboys, buffalo, Native Americans, sod house, barbed wire
Connections to Today: What successful qualities/characteristics of pioneers and settlers are still valued in today’s American society?  What qualities/characteristics do Americans NOT value?
___________________________________________________________________________________
III:
Transcontinental Railroad
 Concepts mostly learned by watching “Story of Us” episode found on my website.

Essential Questions: 
A)  What was the purpose of the transcontinental railroad?
B) How did the U.S. government encourage its construction?
C) In what ways did the completion of the railroad change life for the West?


Terms:  transcontinental railroad, time zones, Promontory Point, Utah, Sears and Roebuck, mail order catalogs
Connections to Today: Explain what type of technology exists today that connects the country cheaper, faster, easier.  Describe how we have changed because of this technology.
____________________________________________________________________________________
IV:
Native American Conflict in the West (aka Indian Wars)

Essential Questions:  

A) Why did settlement in the West create conflict with Native Americans?  

B) How did the U.S. government deal with this conflict from 1865 to 1890?  

C) What was the ultimate outcome for Native American population and culture by 1890?


Terms:  Treaty of Fort Laramie, Indian Wars, Sitting Bull, George A. Custer, Nez Perce, Chief Joseph, Black Hills, Battle of Little Bighorn, assimilation, extermination, Indian Removal, Battle of Wounded Knee, Helen Hunt Jackson’s A Century of Dishonor, reservation system, destruction of buffalo, Native American cultures and traditions (then and now)
Connections to Today: What is the current state of the Native American Indian today in America and what struggles do they still have on or off the reservation system?  (think of the 30 Days and TED Talk we watched)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
V:
Populism!  The Wizard of Oz and the Populist movement.
Essential Question: 

A)  What issues did farmers and factory workers want state and national government to address during the late 1800’s? (list at least 4)
B) What solutions to their problems did they propose? (list at least 4)
C) What happened to the Populist movement by the end of the 1800’s?

Terms:  political party, alliance, Grange, Farmers’ Alliances, Populism, bimetallism, gold standard, income tax, secret ballot, Populist Party Platform, William McKinley, William Jennings Bryan, “Cross of Gold” speech, 1896 election, government regulation of business
Connections to Today: Describe a modern day populist movement occurring in our culture (Trump? Bernie Sanders?).  Include what issues these people are trying to improve and what they want the government to do to help. 

