Syllabus and Study Guide
Unit 1: The New South, The West and Populism (NCFE 3.2, 3.3, 4.1, 4.4, 8.2)

The first unit of American History 2 examines collapse of Reconstruction and the New South, the West, and
Populism through the lenses of conflict, migration, settlement, and the “American Dream”.

Directions for “icebreaker”: Read some of the excerpts below from “Disgusting History” and answer
the prompt that follows in the space provided.

i\ Traveling on hot, dusty trails made the picneers dry
& with thirst. Clean water was often hard to find on the way
H west. Pioneers had no choice but to drink water made
dirty by human and animal waste, It was either drink the
foul water or die of dehydration,
e People also had to deal with the bitter-tasting alkaline
: water that was commen along the trails. They disguised
the taste by making coffee. But people had to be careful,
o Strong alkatine water could kill husnans, oxen, and other
% animals. The water could cause internal bums, stomach
pain, and fever. Some victims even vomited blood.

Dying of thirst was a real possibility on the hot plains.
‘Water was also a problem in colder weather if a caravan
became trapped.
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PROMPT: Of the above chalienges for pioneers, which do you think would be the most unpleasant for
you and your family on the frontier? Explain why you chose this challenge as one of the worst for you:
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