The Congress Viewing Guide

Name: __________________________________________________________Date: ____________________
Directions: Watch the film, The Congress and answer the following questions.  Exercise you brain, use visual and auditory context clues to answer the questions.
1. What do YOU think?: What do you believe James Madison was trying to say about our democracy when he said “If men were angels, there would be no need for government”?   
2. As you watch and listen to the introduction, list as many of the types of people who have served in Congress as you can.
3. List as many of the accomplishments of Congress as you can:
4. Who holds the power to make war and the power to tax?  _____________________________
5. During the Progressive Era, what was the people’s view of the legislative branch?
6. What did the Speaker of the House during this belief about Progressive Reform?  What happened to the “iron rule” of Speaker Cannon? 
7. What were some changes/events that happened under the Congress of the Progressive Era?  
8. What were some changes that happened under the Congress of “The New Deal”?

9. What happened on December 7th, 1941?
10. What is happening during the video footage of the role call vote?

11. In addition to legislating, what other role does modern Congress play in our country?
12. According to some of the speakers interviewed, what are some of the reasons we enjoy “ bashing” and criticizing Congress?

