Role Play: Psychologist Study Methods

Name: ________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

“Freaks and Geeks”: Girlfriends and Boyfriends
Part I.  The Naturalistic Observation

Observe Lindsey’s behavior throughout the episode in her “naturalistic” setting.  Prove this hypothesis using at least 3 examples you observe.  Be detailed in your observations.  “She doesn’t like him” isn’t an observation.   “When she told Nick _______________________, this shows she is bothered by him.”  IS a detailed observation.
Hypothesis:  “We expect to see Lindsey break up with Nick by the end of the next episode.”    
Part II.  The Case Study

Pretend you are a psychologist proving the hypothesis below using any one of the Freaks and Geeks characters as your “case study”.  Back up your hypothesis detailing the information the character gives that supports your hypothesis.
Hypothesis:  “We expect that adolescent girls usually only want to be friends with ‘nice’ guys.”  
Part III.  Surveys/Testing

Answer the following survey question as each character in this episode might answer, based on behaviors you observe.  (basically, show me you paid attention by the way you answer the questions)  
Survey question:  Have you ever done something to win a person’s affection and attention that you wouldn’t do under normal circumstances?
· Sam’s Answer:

· Nick’s Answer:

· (optional) Your Answer: (tell me something silly YOU have done! We’ve all done it…I’ll keep it secret!)

Part IV.   Now that you’ve practiced some of these, give me one DISADVANTAGE to using these methods to prove hypotheses.

1. Problem with case studies:

2. Problem with surveys:

3. Problem with naturalistic observation:
