“Good Will Hunting” Viewing Guide

Name: ________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

“Good Will Hunting”

I.Setting 
Boston, Massachusetts, early 1990’s
II.Plot 
Will Hunting (Damon) is a genius who's living a rough life in Boston's south end, while being employed at a prestigious college in Boston, he's discovered by a Fields Medal winning Professor who eventually tries to get Will to turn his life around with the help of a therapist, Sean Maguire. Will begins to realize that there's more to himself then he thinks there is. 

III. Main Characters 
· Robin Williams - Sean Maquire 

·   Matt Damon - Will Hunting 

·   Ben Affleck - Chuckie Sullivan 

·   Stellan Skarsgard- Gerald Lambeau 

·   Minnie Driver - Skylar 

Cultural and Educational Significance  Good Will Hunting is a real portrayal of life in south Boston with its poor economic status and lack of educational influence. Will Hunting and his friends have grown up and feel that they will never leave south Boston. They are stuck in the cycle that has led their lives, as well as the lives of their parents, friends, and neighbors. They have not been given opportunities to explore their wants and desires, so they just settle with the life that they have always led. 

The low sociologic economic theme throughout movie shows the relationship of education and prosperity. Without a clear educational background anyone is subject to their surroundings. Although the movie is not ethnically diverse, it shows the cultural diversity of economics in all its reality.   The lack of a nurturing educational foundation allows the characters, Will Hunting, Chuckie Sullivan, Morgan O’Mally, and Billy McBride, to settle for a life that they may have otherwise ignored if they had been given a broader understanding of their worldly status. 

Although, Will Hunting is self-made mathematical genius his educational background is lacking. Hunting has educated himself by reading books he has borrowed from the public library. Without his self-determination to better himself through education, Hunting may have never been such a bright and well educated man.   Will is a classic case of someone stuck in self-defeating patterns because of a negative self-image. He has a rare intellectual talent, and this unbelievably wonderful girl is crazy about him--yet he turns away from both of them, victim of his self-doubts.
1. As you watch the movie, describe some of the hardships you notice in Will Hunting’s life, either from his past or present experiences.  (use clues from things he or friends say, or info revealed in therapy)
2. When the boys go to the Harvard bar, what point do you think Will is trying to make when he has the confrontation with the long haired guy hitting on Skylar?
3. What is the agreement the Professor offers Will in order to keep him out of jail?

4. Why do you believe Will is so resistant to the different therapists he is forced to go to as part of his probation?
5. For what reasons do you believe Sean is successful in treating Will, when no other therapist probably could have helped him?
6. Therapists often speak about a “breakthrough” moment, the moment in which the client realizes what has been keeping him or her from improving and can start the process of healing.     When you realize the “breakthrough” moment at the end of the movie for Will, explain why you think this particular conversation caused his breakthrough?
