“The Wizard of Oz”: An metaphor for Populism in the 1890’s.   Can you guess why each character represented a part of the Populist Movement?


a. Yellow Brick Road---Gold Standard

b. Scarecrow---Farmers _________________________________________________


c. Cowardly Lion---William Jennings Bryan ___________________________________


d. Tin Man---Industrialization _____________________________________________

e. Dorothy’s Slippers---Silver exchange (YES they are red in the movie; this was done to make them stand out. In the original book the slippers were silver. Remember the slippers hold the power until the end, because silver was the exchange. Once back in Kansas they were gone, just as silver was overtaken by the Gold standard.)

f. Dorothy---Level-headed, innocent humans

g. Wizard---Politicians ___________________________________________________

h. Winged Monkeys---Plains Indians (Remember the mid-western view of farming, and having to deal with the Indians; they were not bad people, but could be swayed by good and evil.)

j. Wicked Witch of the West---Nature: What kills her in the end? ___________________

k. Good Witch of the North---Northern businesses that could seemingly do everything well, and were educated

l. Munchkins---Little people of society (middle class and below)

m. Emerald City represented _____________________________________________

n. Tornado---The idea of “change”

Part I.   

After reading about the 5 problems farmers experienced in the 1870’s, write a one sentence summary describing WHY conditions for farmer’s worsened in America beginning in the 1870’s.  You are summarizing the “big picture.”  Use the text provided to get started…
Beginning in the 1870’s, farmers experienced…  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 which led to farmers becoming primarily a class of  ___________________________.

Part II.

In 1890, __________________ formed the Populist Party and held a convention in Omaha, Nebraska, to voice their demand for change.  This _____________________ asked for:
1. A _____________________ of all working class people

2. _______________________________ of railroads and communication systems.

3. “ ________________________” of silver

4. No ________________________ ownership of land by those who do not use it.

5. An ____________________ tax.  

The Democrats and the Populists nominate _________________________________
for their candidate as President in the 1896 election.  At the Democratic National Convention, Bryan delivers a powerful speech known as the ____________________.
which called for “unlimited coinage of _________________”.  He held that individuals should be protected from ________________________ by the __________________.

Bryan loses to the candidate ____________________________ who ran on a platform of “______________________________”  He runs twice again unsuccessfully, and with the massive discovery of more gold in ________________________, the Populist Party dies out.  However, these issues will resurface again during the ___________________ Era. (Goal 7!!)

