he fallout shelter illustrates the pervasive fear of nuclear attack
and its aftermath in the 1950s and 1960s, at the height of the

cold war between the United States and the Soviet Union. This

articular unit—a freestandihg, double-hulled steel structure—was in-

talled beneath the front yard of Mr. and Mrs. Murland E. Anderson of
‘Fort Wayne, Indiana. The rf?sidents of Fort

Wayne were concerned that they might

military industrial sites in the region. They,
like thousands of other American families,

positive, as the use of nuclear weaponry was believed to have expedited the
surrender of Japan and spared Allied lives. Footage of the cities immediately
after bombing remained classified for decades for fear of alienating pub-
lic opinion. However, as uncensored reports emerged, the public realized
the unimaginable human suffering caused by the bombs, and fear of this
newfound capacity for man-made destruction began to outweigh celebra-
tion. Among the most notable postattack accounts of the bombings were
Wilfred Burchett’s dispatches in the Daily Express and John Hersey's Hiro-
! shima, published in the New Yorker on the first anniversary of the bombings
f’ in 1946,

When the Soviets successfully detonated their first nuclear weapon on
August 29, 1949, 4t the Semipalatinsk Test Site in present-day Kazakhstan,
it was widely interpreted as a warning that the United States was now vul-

. nerable to nuclear attack. Further driving American fears was an increasing
awareness of the horrific aftereffects of radiation exposure. The dangers of
being exposed to highly radioactive postexplosion particles called fallout,
was becoming known—or at Jeast widely rumored. Popular culture re-
sponded to this new, widespread fear; in 1954, the film Godzilla, featuring
a monster born from the effects of the nuclear warfare in Japan, found a
widespread audience. N

During the cold war, the possibility of nuclear confrontation between the
two superpowers loomed large in the public imagination to an extent that

- is today difficult to imagine. A national emergency warning alarm system

(NEAR—National Emergency Alarm Repeater), based on the air-raid si-
ren warning system of World War II, was implemented in the United States
in 1956, In 1963, it was succeeded by the Emergency Broadcast System, a 1

distinctive warning signal to be played on all radio and television stations {

in the event of a nuclear attack (euphemistically termed. “an actual emer- £

gency”). But nuclear warfare posed the new challenge of avoiding not only ' -

4,

the blast itself but the fallout afterward.

Governments in the United States and Europe qhiedy designated :
inforced underground bunkers as safe retreats for high-ranking officials in:{j§

become targets due to the large number of FALL O UT SHELTER
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: of nuclear attack whild assuring the population at large that there was
danger. In the United States, the huxury Greenbrier Resort in White
giilphur Springs, West Virginia, 248 miles from Washington, D.C., was

ing federal officials for several months in the event of an attack. The
eral Civilian Defense Administration (F CDA) distributed information
Broadly on how to survive a nuclear attack, Existing public buildings with
.}V: sturdy basements were designated as civilian fallout shelters, marked with a
: _'ﬁjstinctive yellow and biack symbol, and films were distributed to schools,
g where children practiced federally mandated, and in actuality pointless,
E “duck and cover”drills, In September 1961, the U.S. government announced
I the Community Fallout Shelter Prograrh, publicized by a letter from Presi-
dent Kennedy published in Life magazine,

In response to popular dem'and, the FCDA also published plans for
how people could build their own fallout shelters, endorsing the idea that
Americans could survive nuclear war, one family at a time. In the Midwest,
there was already 2 tradition of residential basement storm cellars, which
existed to shelter families from tornadoes. Individuals in other parts of the
country soon latched on to this idea, updating their shelters with heavy
concrete or lead linings to protect against radiation, and stocking them with
the recommended supplies, including seven gallons of water per person
(half a gallon per day), nonperishable food, receptacles for human waste,
a first-aid kit, a flashlight, and 2 battery-operated radio for news of the

~

outside world.

The Andersons maintained their fallout shelter from 1955 through the
1960s. They bought it from a Fort Wayne realtor who sold fallout shelters
as a side business. Installation proved problematic. It was not adequately .
anchored against Fort Wayne’s high water table, and in 1961 the shelter :
popped to the surface of the Andersons’ front yard just in time for the Cu-
ban missile crisis. That event precipitated a frenzy of shelter-building activ- i
ity, and the Andersons’ unit was quickly reinterred. In 1968, Vera Howey "

ed the Smithsonian to see if the museum was interested in its acquisition g
Curator William L. Bird was. He believed th# fallout shelter was “a :.;

. M

f :Zﬁ War domesticity reflecting the vision of civi].ia:ll life (1:1 tl:; :
S ic age l;étwcen Présidents Truman and Kennedy. He- an a. group

- apues had the shelter exhumed and brought to the. Sm1thsoman‘. "
1 exhibition purposes, a window was cut in the sxde', the c}etenc.»:ons
:‘ were replaced, and the shelter was stocked with the kinds of provi

1oht have found in 1950s Indiana. It continues to remind muse1:1m
- ive anxiety of the cold war era caused by the Ioomvmg
sitors of the pervasi X

threat of annihilation.
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