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THE RISE OF CULTURAL

7 hopas Jefferson and his followers assumed - control of the .
mmmu govemmem in 1801 as the champlons of a distinctive -
vision of America. They envisloned a ..

hppll‘ free from the wotkshops, the Industrial towns, and the city '

»sbs of Burope. They favored a system of universal education that -
would dntroduce alt Amerlcans to the scientific rationalism of the .-~
mbg.hxenmcm .They promoted a cultural outlook that emphasized -
Lul!sm and republican simpiicity. And they proposed a federal ..
-,wmmmem of sharply imited power, Wirh DHosY authority remain-.

_ reminiséent qf (and often encousaged by) ih:'!*cdqrall;@g_.__g\nd_ N
. although American religion began, ss the Jelfersontans hid hoped,. -
to confront and adjust to the spread of Enlightcament rationalisgy, |
" the new skepticlsm did aot survive unchalienged. A great wave of -

revivallsm, beginning early In the cenmury,: ulumntcly- almost sub
" .. merged the new rational philosophy.
The Republicans did manage to wanslate some of thelr polm

. " cal ideals into reality. Jefferson dismantled much of the bureay . ,
cratlc power structure that the Federallsts had erected’ln the .
17905} and he helped ensure that in many 1espects the federal gov- *. -

. Zmnment would remaln a rcfatively unlmportant force in Amerlcan: '

" life. Yet he also frequently encountered s{tuauons lhm. :cqul.red

__power more rorcemlly and arbitwﬂy than hls cherajlst prede-
cessors had used thelrs,

- Iie Republicans did not always like these nationalizing and.
. modernizing trends, and on occasion they resisted them. For.the

" most parl, however, they had, the scnse to recagnlze what they

could not change. In adjusting to the new realjties, they,began to . .
" become agents of the very- uansformation -of Americm lil'e they o

', had once reslstcd
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NATIONALISM

' In many respects, American cultysal life in the .
early nincteenth cenfury scemed to reflect the Republican
vision of the nation’s future. Opportunities for education
Increased; the natlon's literary and artistic Life began to free
ftself from European influences; and American religlon
ixegan to confront and adjust to the spread of Enlighten-
ment rationalism. In other respects, however, the new cul-
ture was posing a setious challenge to Republican ideals,
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In the cightecath century, women had received very
tittle education of any kind, and the femmie Hitericy mte

at-the time of the Revolution was very high—at Jeast. 50
percent. At the same time, how- g gt
ever, Americans had begun to g’wE ugationel
place a new value on the contrk- St Y
buticn -of the “republican ST
moather” to the training of the new generation. That ralsed
an important question: If mothers remained ignomnt.
how conld they riisc their children to be enlightened:
Beginning #s early as the 17705 and accelerating. there
after, such concerns led to the creation of & netwok o
fernale academles throughout the nation (usually for the -
daughters of affluent families). in 1789, Massachuscit
required that jts public scheols serve females as well a
males, Other states, although not all, soon followed.

' 7. Put these were strict limits to- this new belief in ety
&tion for women, Most mén, &t Leagt, assurmed that mle
“Zancation should serve only to make WomEN better wives
' therefore had no macclfufsmr adczln:ed
e orofessionl training; there was 10 feason 308
iiifmlvemmﬂ to make space for female swudents, Some
omen, however, aspised to shore, In 1784, Judith Sargent
\urray published ap essay defendiog women’s tights 0
‘aducation, a defense sct In terms Very diffecent from those
e by most men. Men and women Were equal frvintel
wet and potential, Murray argued, Women, theeefore,
“Qtipuld have precisely the same educational opportunitics
‘5" men. What was more, they should have opportunities
“wi earn their own living, to establish a role for:
-4 society rpart from thelr husbands and familles. Murny's
- iss became an inspiration to later genenations of
. :¥omen, but during most of her own lifetme (3751-1820)

“Jhey attracted relatively lirtle support.
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Patterns of Education

Central to the Republican ¥ision of America. :
Cept-of ¢ virtuous zod enlightened dm?m
himself called emphatically for 8 national “crusade
P e against ignorince. Republicans
‘belioved, therefore, in. ihe cre
ation of a dationvwide system of
o create the educated electomte they
bclievcd a. republic required, All male citizens (the
nation's prospeciive voters) should, they argued, feceive
: free education. Although they were ynable to reilize that
;-.“dmm, thelr ¢fforts sustained a-vision that ta lter yoars
would produce much more substantial results.

L

.+ Higher education «was even.less widely available than
~fucatlon &t lower levels, despite republican hopes for a

of advanced

of Virginia -to promote that ideal)
= e number of colleges and universitics.in America grew
+ - fom ninc at the start of the Revolution to tweaty:two by
" 5800 and continued to jucresse diereafier. None of the
t ;Bshed by state legislaturés (in Geocgis, Nocth Garolina, Ver
i mont, Ohto, and South Carolina, for exemple) relied on pri-
¥". sspte contributions and on tultion focs. Scarcely muone than
. ‘one white man in-a thovsand @nd 0o wonen, blacks, or
‘tridians at all) tiad access tp wny college ediication, and
those fow who did attend urivecsitics were. almost with-
P -exception members of prosperous, propertied fmilies.

The education that the colleges provided was, more-
over, exceedingly limited—nacrow training In the clssics
and’ a few other arcas and jntensive work in theology.
Indeed, the clergy was the only proftssioni for which col-
fege tmaining was, generally & prerequisite. A few Indtite-
tions attempted t0 provide theif students advanced train-
ing in other fields. The College of Willilam and Mary in
Virginis, the University of Pennsyivanta, and Colurobia Col-
lege in New York all created [aw schodls hefore 1800, but
most lawyers continued o train for thelr profession sim-
e b anivienticing. fhemselves to prcticing Sttorneys.

himself




