Losing Will

Will Hurd isn’t i ,
your typical Texas Republican. He’
and he stands up to Trump. O R e's young, black,

h, and ha's leaving Congress.

layingoutanewpathforthe party.
The so-called Obama coalition of
people of color, millennials, and
womenhad proved resilient, andif
the GOPwanted toremainafactor
in American politics, the report’s
DHurdis m}ymﬁndofpdjﬁ- authorsbelieved, the partyneeded
mmenewﬂlﬂﬂmm to make a course correction with
oncedreamed af asbeingits future. Lbesamemtem:lhe RNCadvocat-
InMarch 2013, the RepublicanNa- edfora“welcomingconservatism®
tional Committee, reeling from thatwouldexpand the party's ap-
Barack Obama’s reelection an pen.i P m.::zh;]y to E‘“i“‘” ’"t:
z nate, citizens odo not agree wi
losses in the House and Se S eyl Hrd whiswas

pu!ﬂislwdanelecﬁonposmﬂﬂem

first elected as the congressman

for Texas'’s Twenty-third District

the next year, seemed almost lab-
oratory-concocted to meet this
challenge. He was young (just 37
when hewas first elected), African
American, and brainy. Hehad an
impressive résumé—Texas A&M
student body president and nine
years asaClAcaseofficerwithun-
dercoverassignmentsin India, Pa-
kistan, and Afghanistan—which
had earned him a loyal coterie of
powerfulfriends,amongthem for-
mer secretary of defense Robert
Gates.

Hurd proved a gravity-defying
political force.In 2014 hewonina
Republican wave year, but in 2016
he prevailed even as Hillary Clin-
ton bested Donald Trump in his
district by 3.5 percentage points.
Lastyear, Democrat BetoO'Rourke
outperformed Ted Cruzby 5 points
inthe Twenty-third,and Hurdstill
managed to squeak out awin by
fewer than athousand votes.

*I'm winning in adistrict that
Trump lost and Ted Cruz lost,”
Hurd told me in February, when
I was writing a cover story about
him for Texas Monthly. “We ob-
viously understand how to nav-
igate this.”

Then, on the night of August1,
in amove that shocked the polit-
ical world, Hurd announced on
Twitterthathewould not be seek-
ingreelection. NBC News quick-
lydeclared that it was “big, bad
news” forthe GOP.

Hurd was always an unlikely
representative for his vast, most-
lyrural district, which stretches
from San Antonio to E1 Paso and
is, as Hurd never tires of saying,
“roughly the size of Georgia.” He
wasthefirst non-Latinocongress-
man elected to serve the Twen-

ty-third District since 1984, and,
until hisfirst campaign, he'd never
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set foot anywhere in the district
westof gmalerSanAmoniawhcre
he grew up. Once Hurdgotelected,
he was for the most partareliahle
partisan. Hehasan “A” ratingfrom
the NRA, a6 percentlifetimescore
from the environmental group
League of Conservation Voters,
and a record of supporting par-
ty-line legislation like the 2017

taxcuts.
But Hurd has alsostronglyand

consistentlyobjectedtokeytenets
of Trumpism. He called the idea
of aborder wall a “third-century
solutiontoatwenty-first-century
problem,” denounced the presi-
dent’sembrace of Vladimir Putin
asplayingintoa~Russian disinfor-
mationcampaign,”and wasrecent-
lyoneofonly four Republicansto
vote for a House resolution that
strongly condemned Trump for
making“racist comments.” Taken
togetherwitha party-buckingvote
against the repeal of Obamacare
and a continued push to protect
undocumented youth known as
Dreamers, Hurd was independent
enoughtoinspirevoters inhisdis-
trict tosplittheir tickets.

But with each election, Hurd’s
district haslooked a little bluer
and hisbalancingacthas gottena
little tougher. His formidable 2018
opponent, Democrat Gina Ortiz
Jones,announcedin Maythatshe
iwas returningfora rematch, and
asTrumpgearsup for reelection,
noRepublicanisgoingto be abl?. to
avoid beingassociated with him.
Despite 2020 looking like his
hardestraceyet,when Italkedto
Hurdthedayafterhe revealedhe
wasn’trunningfor reelection, he
told mehewasn’t «worriedabout

[his] electoral success.”
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