Delegate Model vs. Trustee Model (Honors) cw # 3.1

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: __________________
Directions: Read the following paragraphs (carefully) describing the delegate model of representation and the trustee model of representation and answer the following questions on your own paper.  
Definitions that might be helpful:
1. Delegate: a person designated to act for or represent another or others; deputy; representative.
2. Constituent: a person who authorizes another to act in his or her behalf, as a voter in a district represented by an elected official.
3. Transcend: to rise above or go beyond, exceed.
Lawmakers must grapple with how to exercise the legislative power vested in them by citizens in their district or state. Should representatives vote the will of their constituents? Or should representatives vote what they believe to be right, regardless of public opinion? 
The delegate model of legislative representation is most consistent with the definition of democracy-rule by the people. According to this model, representatives look to their constituents for instruction on what issues to promote and, ultimately, on how to vote. Under the delegate model, representatives stand in place of their constituents and do their bidding. 
The delegate model of representation raises several difficult issues. Should representatives be bound by the will of the citizens who voted for them, or do they owe consideration to constituents who voted for other candidates? To what extent should campaign contributions-which come from a narrow segment of the constituency-be factored into a representative's decisions? Should representatives actively seek out constituent opinion, or rely only on input that reaches them through letters and phone calls, for example? Should representatives be bound by the opinions and interests of their constituency on all issues or only on those that most directly affect the state or district? Should representatives be more responsive to constituents who have strong convictions on a particular issue? These dilemmas of democratic politics complicate the delegate model of representation.
The trustee model of representation is less consistent with the definition of democracy. According to this model, representatives must transcend the short-term particular interests of their constituency and advocate for the long-term comprehensive interests of the nation. To make the trustee model more compatible with democracy, its advocates concede two points. First, representatives remain accountable to their constituents on election day: Representatives who depart from constituent opinion must be prepared to be voted out of office. Second, representatives are obligated to educate their constituents, to convince them that the position of the representative is the correct one.
The trustee model also raises difficult issues. Does the representative really know what's best for her constituents better than they do? What motivates representatives under the trustee model? Is it the genuine conviction that the representative is championing what's best for her constituents? Or might the representative be responding to interest group pressure from outside the representative's state or district? 
In practice, the dilemmas posed by the delegate and trustee models of representation are tempered by two realities. First, most voters cast their ballot for someone who represents their political, cultural, and economic interests. Second, many constituents don't know much about the particular bills their representatives vote on, or even how their representative voted. Even so, elected officials know all too well that an attentive group of constituents, by publicizing a vote it objects to, can make that vote a major issue in the next election.
1. Assume that a coalition of environmental interest groups-worried about global warming-has succeeded in bringing to the floor of the House a bill that would significantly tighten emission standards on automobiles. Many major automobile companies and their suppliers have factories in Michigan. Would a member of the House from a district in Michigan be more likely to follow the delegate or trustee model of representation in deciding how to vote on this bill? Explain and support your answer.
2. In her campaign for election to the House, a candidate we'll call Betty Jones signed a pledge stating that if elected, she'd serve only three terms. Her support for term limits attracted many votes, garnered a generous campaign contribution from the interest group Term Limits Inc., and was instrumental in her victory. Jones had never held political office before. She taught high school government and civics for twenty-five years before seeking election to the House. The centerpiece of her high school courses was the need to restore honesty and credibility to government. Eventually, her students convinced Jones to take her convictions out of the classroom and put them to the test in the House. Jones's tireless focus on restoring honesty and credibility to government proved very popular with her constituents, who reelected her twice. Now at the end of her third term, Jones must decide whether to honor her pledge to serve only three terms. Polls show that 65 percent of the voters in her district are demanding that she disregard the pledge and run for a fourth term. 
A. Make an argument that Jones should follow the delegate model in making her decision.
B. Make an argument that Jones should follow the trustee model in making her decision.
