
NORTH CAROLINA STATE CONSTITUTION
(selected excerpts)

 
PREAMBLE

 
We, the people of the State of North Carolina, grateful to Almighty God, the Sovereign Ruler of Nations, 

for the preservation of the American Union and the existence of our civil, political and religious liberties, and 
acknowledging our dependence upon Him for the continuance of those blessings to us and our posterity, do, for the 
more certain security thereof and for the better government of this State, ordain and establish this Constitution.
 

ARTICLE I
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

 
That the great, general, and essential principles of liberty and free government may be recognized and established, 
and that the relations of this State to the Union and government of the United States and those of the people of this 
State to the rest of the American people may be defined and affirmed, we do declare that:
 
Section 1.  The equality and rights of persons.

We hold it to be self-evident that all persons are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, the enjoyment of the fruits of their own labor, and the 
pursuit of happiness.
 
Sec. 13.  Religious liberty.

All persons have a natural and inalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own 
consciences, and no human authority shall, in any case whatever, control or interfere with the rights of conscience.
 
Sec. 14.  Freedom of speech and press.

Freedom of speech and of the press are two of the great bulwarks of liberty and therefore shall never be 
restrained, but every person shall be held responsible for their abuse.
 
Sec. 15.  Education.

The people have a right to the privilege of education, and it is the duty of the State to guard and maintain that 
right.

ARTICLE II
LEGISLATIVE

 
Section 1.  Legislative power.

The legislative power of the State shall be vested in the General Assembly, which shall consist of a Senate and 
a House of Representatives.
 
Sec. 2.  Number of Senators.

The Senate shall be composed of 50 Senators, biennially chosen by ballot.
 
Sec. 4.  Number of Representatives.

The House of Representatives shall be composed of 120 Representatives, biennially chosen by ballot.
 
Sec. 6.  Qualifications for Senator.

Each Senator, at the time of his election, shall be not less than 25 years of age, shall be a qualified voter of the 
State, and shall have resided in the State as a citizen for two years and in the district for which he is chosen for one 
year immediately preceding his election.
 
Sec. 7.  Qualifications for Representative.

Each Representative, at the time of his election, shall be a qualified voter of the State, and shall have resided in 
the district for which he is chosen for one year immediately preceding his election.

 



 
 

ARTICLE III
EXECUTIVE

 
Section 1.  Executive power.

The executive power of the State shall be vested in the Governor.
 
Sec. 2.  Governor and Lieutenant Governor: election, term, and qualifications.

(1) Election and term.  The Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be elected by the qualified voters of the 
State in 1972 and every four years thereafter, at the same time and places as members of the General Assembly are 
elected.  Their term of office shall be four years and shall commence on the first day of January next after their 
election and continue until their successors are elected and qualified.

(2) Qualifications.  No person shall be eligible for election to the office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor 
unless, at the time of his election, he shall have attained the age of 30 years and shall have been a citizen of the 
United States for five years and a resident of this State for two years immediately preceding his election.  No person 
elected to the office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor shall be eligible for election to more than two consecutive 
terms of the same office.
 
Sec. 3.  Succession to office of Governor.

(1) Succession as Governor.  The Lieutenant Governor-elect shall become Governor upon the failure of the 
Governor-elect to qualify.  The Lieutenant Governor shall become Governor upon the death, resignation, or removal 
from office of the Governor.  The further order of succession to the office of Governor shall be prescribed by law.  
A successor shall serve for the remainder of the term of the Governor whom he succeeds and until a new Governor 
is elected and qualified.
 
Sec. 4.  Oath of office for Governor.

The Governor, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall, before any Justice of the Supreme Court, take 
an oath or affirmation that he will support the Constitution and laws of the United States and of the State of North 
Carolina, and that he will faithfully perform the duties pertaining to the office of governor.
 
Sec. 5.  Duties of Governor.

(1) Residence.  The Governor shall reside at the seat of government of this State.
(2) Information to General Assembly.  The Governor shall from time to time give the General Assembly 

information of the affairs of the State and recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall deem 
expedient.

(3) Budget.  The Governor shall prepare and recommend to the General Assembly a comprehensive budget of 
the anticipated revenue and proposed expenditures of the State for the ensuing fiscal period.  The budget as enacted 
by the General Assembly shall be administered by the Governor.

(6) Clemency.  The Governor may grant reprieves, commutations, and pardons, after conviction, for all 
offenses (except in cases of impeachment), upon such conditions as he may think proper, subject to regulations 
prescribed by law relative to the manner of applying for pardons.  The terms reprieves, commutations, and pardons 
shall not include paroles.

(8) Appointments.  The Governor shall nominate and by and with the advice and consent of a majority of the 
Senators appoint all officers whose appointments are not otherwise provided for.

(9) Information.  The Governor may at any time require information in writing from the head of any 
administrative department or agency upon any subject relating to the duties of his office.
 
Sec. 6.  Duties of the Lieutenant Governor.

The Lieutenant Governor shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no vote unless the Senate is equally 
divided.  He shall perform such additional duties as the General Assembly or the Governor may assign to him.  He 
shall receive the compensation and allowances prescribed by law.
 
Sec. 7.  Other elective officers.

(1) Officers.  A Secretary of State, an Auditor, a Treasurer, a Superintendent of Public Instruction, an Attorney 
General, a Commissioner of Agriculture, a Commissioner of Labor, and a Commissioner of Insurance shall be 

 



elected by the qualified voters of the State in 1972 and every four years thereafter, at the same time and places as 
members of the General Assembly are elected.  Their term of office shall be four years and shall commence on the 
first day of January next after their election and continue until their successors are elected and qualified.

(2) Duties.  Their respective duties shall be prescribed by law.
 
Sec. 8.  Council of State.

The Council of State shall consist of the officers whose offices are established by this Article.
 
Sec. 11.  Administrative departments.

Not later than July 1, 1975, all administrative departments, agencies, and offices of the State and their 
respective functions, powers, and duties shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 25 principal 
administrative departments so as to group them as far as practicable according to major purposes.  Regulatory, 
quasi-judicial, and temporary agencies may, but need not, be allocated within a principal department.
 

ARTICLE IV
JUDICIAL

 
Section 1.  Judicial power.

The judicial power of the State shall, except as provided in Section 3 of this Article, be vested in a Court for the 
Trial of Impeachments and in a General Court of Justice.  The General Assembly shall have no power to deprive 
the judicial department of any power or jurisdiction that rightfully pertains to it as a co-ordinate department of the 
government, nor shall it establish or authorize any courts other than as permitted by this Article.
 
Sec. 2.  General Court of Justice.

The General Court of Justice shall constitute a unified judicial system for purposes of jurisdiction, operation, 
and administration, and shall consist of an Appellate Division, a Superior Court Division, and a District Court 
Division.
 
Sec. 5.  Appellate division.

The Appellate Division of the General Court of Justice shall consist of the Supreme Court and the Court of 
Appeals.
 
Sec. 6.  Supreme Court.

(1) Membership.  The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and six Associate Justices, but the General 
Assembly may increase the number of Associate Justices to not more than eight.  In the event the Chief Justice is 
unable, on account of absence or temporary incapacity, to perform any of the duties placed upon him, the senior 
Associate Justice available may discharge those duties.

(2) Sessions of the Supreme Court.  The sessions of the Supreme Court shall be held in the City of Raleigh 
unless otherwise provided by the General Assembly.
 
Sec. 10.  District Courts.

The General Assembly shall, from time to time, divide the State into a convenient number of local court 
districts and shall prescribe where the District Courts shall sit, but a District Court must sit in at least one place 
in each county.  District Judges shall be elected for each district for a term of four years, in a manner prescribed 
by law.  Every District Judge shall reside in the district for which he is elected.  For each county, the senior 
regular resident Judge of the Superior Court serving the county shall appoint from nominations submitted by the 
Clerk of the Superior Court of the county, one or more Magistrates who shall be officers of the District Court. 
 
Sec. 16.  Terms of office and election of Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges of the Court of Appeals, and 
Judges of the Superior Court.

Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges of the Court of Appeals, and regular Judges of the Superior Court shall 
be elected by the qualified voters and shall hold office for terms of eight years and until their successors are elected 
and qualified.  Justices of the Supreme Court and Judges of the Court of Appeals shall be elected by the qualified 
voters of the State.  Regular Judges of the Superior Court may be elected by the qualified voters of the State or by 
the voters of their respective districts, as the General Assembly may prescribe.
 

 



Sec. 22.  Qualification of Justices and Judges.
Only persons duly authorized to practice law in the courts of this State shall be eligible for election or 

appointment as a Justice of the Supreme Court, Judge of the Court of Appeals, Judge of the Superior Court, or 
Judge of District Court.  This section shall not apply to persons elected to or serving in such capacities on or before 
January 1, 1981.

 ARTICLE VII
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

 
Section 1.  General Assembly to provide for local government.

The General Assembly shall provide for the organization and government and the fixing of boundaries of 
counties, cities and towns, and other governmental subdivisions, and, except as otherwise prohibited by this 
Constitution, may give such powers and duties to counties, cities and towns, and other governmental subdivisions 
as it may deem advisable.
 
Sec. 2.  Sheriffs.

In each county a Sheriff shall be elected by the qualified voters thereof at the same time and places as members 
of the General Assembly are elected and shall hold his office for a period of four years, subject to removal for cause 
as provided by law.
 
Sec. 3.  Merged or consolidated counties.

Any unit of local government formed by the merger or consolidation of a county or counties and the cities and 
towns therein shall be deemed both a county and a city for the purposes of this Constitution, and may exercise any 
authority conferred by law on counties, or on cities and towns, or both, as the General Assembly may provide.

 


